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_ plea offered by writers when they 
can find no other. If I fay (and! 
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LORD BISHOP- OF LONDON! 


My LoD,.. „ 


given for it. If I was to alledge I 


had a mind to do myſelf honour, 
and beſpeak ſome regard to this little 


piece by the reſpectable name at the 
Kit, I ſhould only uſe the ſtale 


can truly ſay it) that your condeſcen- 


hon, and that ſweetneſs of behaviour 
ER © — 3 


N addrety of this kind, Sithoot 
leave firſt obtained, demands 
an apology and ſome SIE to be 
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"2s DEDICATION. 


to your clergy, which chuſes to per- 
Tuade and encourage, where you 
imand; had ſome ſhare in 


* 


It g this application ; ww may 


þ in allowed to be a motive, but not 


2 ſufficient / warrant for ſuch pre- 
3 ſince this would be mak- 


ivg a, bad uſe of the moſt amiable 


virtues, which, the more they let 


themſelves an ſhould be the more 
reſpected, and Iſs liable to intru- 
ſion. S 

Permit me therefore, my 


* 2 


,ord, to 


offer theſe papers, as an act of Ke 
ence, an humble endeavour to purſue 
the inſtructions of your excellent 
: charges to your clergy, to ſtudy re- 
ligious truth, and adorn it; to labour 
to convince — 170 firmneſs, and con- 
. ciliate with kindneſs the enemies of 
| it; particularly, to defend with ſtea- 
teh and plead with remper for 
ſuch doctrines as conſtitute the eſ- 


ſence of C ! iſtianity ; & and make the 
faith. once delivered to the faints 
clear, 


DEDICATION. v 


clear, and if poſſible amiable, to 


thoſe who a are e unhappily gone from : 


it. 


Chriſt's religion, it muſt be the di- 
vinity of its author; ſince on this 


point hang all the diſtinguiſhing doc- 


trines of it, redemption, ſatisfaction 


for ſin, * aſſurance of immortality. 
Religion 1s the oldeſt thing in the 


world; and the Author does not pre- 
tend to have made new diſcoveries 
on a ſubject which has undergone 


the examination, and has the hap- 
pineſs to claim on its fide the con- 
ſenting preſcription of ages, agreeing 
in one faith, and on the ſame au- 
thorities which lie open to all. 
But after all that has been ſaid, 
when new errors break out, or old 
ones are, revived ; when men run riot 
in belief and practice; when order 
1s called tyranny, and licen iti iouincis 
liberty; and all methods of inſtruc- 
tion and preſervat ion an invaſion of 
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vi DEDICATION. 


the att! rights of mankind; when 
abuſe is offered for argument, and 
fhameleſs ribaldry for wit and free- 
dom; when all that has been held 
ſacred is deſpiſed and inſulted, and 
religion is ſtabbed in its very vitals; 
when chriſtian atheiſm is publickly 
taught, and the illiterate and un- 
ſtable, men, women, and families, 
are tempted to deny the Father by 
denying theSon--and that, by argu- 
ments which they cannot under- 
ſtand, and ſophiſtry and pretenfions 
to higher degrees of ſenſe and diſ- 
cernment which they cannot con- 
fate ; the ſtewards of the myſteries 
of God are put upon their guard, 
and called upon to uſe their endea- 
'vours to ſtop the ſpreading infection. 
In this caſe, and at ſuch a time, 
a plain, ſhort, and popular review 
of this concerning queſtion, may 
acquaint the moſt unlearned with 
thoſe grounds of their belief which 
thcy may 1 not be able to extract from 
more 


1: 


DEDICATION. wi 


more claborate and voluminous dif- 
_ courſes. ' + 
And here 1 will . a pate 
hope, that it may awaken the at- 
tention of the honeſt part of the 
Diſſenters from our eſtabliſhment, 
and diſpoſe them to a reconciliation, 
when they are informed that the 
controverſy is no longer about diſci- 
pline, modes of worſhip, and colours 
of habits; but that many of their 
name have departed from the tenets 
and principles of their. forefathers, 
profeſſed themſelves diſciples of So- 
cinus or Arius, and added to needleſs 
3 ſeparation | the guiltof hereſy : They 
may therefore, after cool and diſ- 
paſſionate enquiry, think it ſafeſt to 
return into the boſom of that church 
which agrees with them in the eſ- 
ſentials of religion; propoſes no new 
unſcriptural articles of faith, in 
poſes none againſt the dictates of 
conſcience 3 3 does not command, 


. 


* 


1 t 


viii DEDICATION: 


but. inntrtiat to reconciliation; and 


| opens her arms wide to invite and 
receive them. 


I have nothing to add, cher this 
account of the Author's intention, 
which is the only thing he ohules w 


anſwer for. 


That your Lordſhip may long 


continue the guardian, example, 


and delight of 20 ee is he 


ſincere een of, 
My Lob, 
Your elt dutiful 


4 CW 


| ard obedient ſervant, 


LAW. JACKSON. 


TT ERES Vis a Departure from the 
Chriſtian Faith; that Faith which 
is delivered in the holy Scriptures. 

A Heretic is one who acknowledges his De- 

parture from the Faith thus eſtabliſhed, 

and ſo becomes * alſonaranpilos, ſelf- con- 
demned, as to the Fact, and after Admo- 
nition is to be ejected out of the Church. 


As the Thoughts and Intentions of Man 
cannot be known by Man, unleſs outward- 
ly expreſſed, I do not ſee how the Apoſtle 
could juſtly paſs this Sentence on an Here- 
„ Tit, iii. 10. _ 
. tic, 
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tic, if there was not from the Beginning, 


ſome eſtabliſhed Rule of Faith, called 


_ the Form of found Words.*, the expreſs De- 


viation from which was to be accounted 
Hereſy. I am the rather led to think fo, 
becauſe we read in Scripture of + a Faith 
ence delivered to the Saints ; and of ſuch a 


Goſpel, Þ that if an Angel from Heaven 
freached any other, he was to be accurſed ; 


and Church Hiſtory acquaints us, the 
Chriſtian Societies held Communion with 


each other in ſome fundamental Truths, 
and excluded by mutual Conſent the Tr 
ſers of them. | 


The firſt Creeds, it is likely, were ſhort; 


and we may thank the Innovators for the 
Neceſſity of making them longer: But the 
| ſhorteſt: may fairly be preſumed to have 


contained the Belief in the Three Perſons, 
in whoſe joint Names Baptiſm was admi- 
niſtered ; and that the ſecond of them was 
God manifeſt in the Fleſh for the Redemp- 
tion of Man. And I am confirmed in this 
Opinion, becauſe Saint John, if there i is 
* 2 Tim. i. 13, t Jude 3 3 2 Gal. i. 8. 
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Credit in Hiſtory, or Judgment to be form- 
ed from the Nature of the Book, wrote 


his Goſpel in Confutation of thoſe, who, 
in his Days, denied the true Divinity of 


Chriſt; and, in direct Oppoſition to this 
fundamental Error, ſays, * We know the 
Sqn of God is come, and hath given us an 
Underſtandi ng that wwe may know him that 


is true; and we are in him that is true, 


even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt : Thisis the true 
God, and eternal Life; either him, that 
hath in himſelf and gives eternal Life ; or 
eternal Life is alone to be obtained by con- 


faſling him to be the true God. Agree- 


ably to this, the Hiſtory of the firſt Ages 
informs us, that thoſe who converſed with, 


this Apoſtle, and thoſe who immediately 


followed them, however indulgent to other 
Miſtakes, condemned the Impugners of 


this capital Doctrine, as utterly incapable 


of Chriſtian Communion, and the Bene- 


| fis of it. 


: The Hereſy of Arius, an ambitious 
diſappointed Prieſt of Alexandria, be- 
Fj John V. 29. 


> x as gun 


„ 
gun in Spleen, and' carried on wich Ar- 
tifice and Fury; renounced and reſumed 
for political Views; was a Compaund or- 
Extract of former wild Opinions, ſome 
denying the human, ſome the divine Na- 
ture of Chriſt; multiplying Gods, ſupe- = 
rior, inferior, in direct Oppoſition to the | 4 
whole Tenor of Scripture and primitive 
Antiquity. This Hereſy has, in our Age, 
been revived, and has been propagated with 
ſuch Induſtry, as is often found in ſuch 
Caſes, and of which the Cauſes are ob- 
vious; I mean, the Pride of Underſtand- 
ing, the Love of Novelty, and Fear of 
being alone and undefended by Numbers. | 
We are not uncharitable in this Suppoſi- 1 
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tion; | becauſe ' Hereſy is reckoned among 
the Works of tbe Fleſh * and dieralolt 
where the Caſe is not invincible: Igno- . 
rance, we are directed to aſcribe it to 5 f = 
ſome bad Principle; and I know: none ſo» = 
likely, as thoſe I have mentioned. This ö 
makes Apology unneceſſary to any one, 
who ſhall preſent a ſhort Review of this 
Queſtion; eſpecially if he does it, to 
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Defection from it; to confirm his own 


Faith, and that of others; to confeſs his 
Saviour before Men, that he may not be 
denied by Wine in 3 e of His. 


Feier 00 2711 
1455 excellent Treatiſes, I am ſen- 
ſible, are extant and full on this Subject: 
And I ſpeak with Honour under this 
Character, of the Rev. Mr. JoN ES, 


who has curiouſly and judiciouſſy collec- 


ted the Authorities of Scripture, ſome 


unobſerved. before, and argued ſtrongly, 
and concluded juſtly from them; whoſe. 
Work therefore I ſhall call to my A- 


ſiſtance, as well as any other 1 can meet 
with ; being equally. fatisfied ; with, Truth , 
whether I find it myſelf, or receive it from 
others. Curioſity for a new Thing, and 


the Deſire of hearing what this | Babbler 


has to ſay, may induce ſome to read and 
profit by a leſs perfect Performance, who 
have not read, or have neglected better ; 
eſpecially ! as it. is poſſible, that in con- 
ſidering the ſame Scriptures, ſome new 
L may ſpring up, or ſome new Rea- 

ſonings 
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ſonings to confirm the old, which! _ 
nes Attention. 


| I the 1 after religious Truths, | 
it is neceſſary to ſettle the Provinces of 
Reaſon and Faith; and the more fo, be- 


cauſe, as the former has plumed itſelf in 


its own Strength tothe Prejudice of Reve- 


lation, Indignation at ſuch Preſumption 


has led ſome, too haſtily I think, utterly 


to deny it any Share in this Matter, as one 


Exceſs often produces another of an op- 
poſite Nature; whereas Reaſon and Re- 
velation, within their reſpective Bounds, 
are the beſt Friends in the World, and 
muſt claim the Aſſiſtance of each other: 
Where one ends, the other begins; 
where one is defective, the other will 


be abundant. | 5 


 Indedd : Things have been ſo managed, 


that we have much Ground of Quarrel to 
what is called Reaſon, and for Suſpicion of 


the moſt violent Pretenders to it. Reaſon 


can eſtabliſh a Revelation; and a Thing | 
called by the ſame Name, can evacuate 


ye PR or - overturn the Whole of it. 
be AID This 
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"his Uſurper of the auguſt Name of Rea- 


ſon isthe moſt buſy and miſchievous Thing 
in the World. It will conclude without 


: Evidence ; nay, conclude againſt Evidence, 


and that Divine. It ſets up for Infal- 
Iibility in Matters utterly out of its Com- 


prehenſion, and diſclaims any Thing which 
it cannot ſee, and as juſtly as a blind Man 
doubts of Colours, which cannot appear 
to him. It will receive Nothing, but what 
it perfectly underſtands the Manner of; and 
its own Capacity is the full Meaſure of di- 


vine Truth: It allows no Submiffion of 


the human Underſtanding to Infinite 


Knowledge, and excludes Faith from the 
Number of Chriſtian Virtues. It is to no 

Purpoſe that God declares his own Being 
in expreſs Terms, unleſs he explains 

how he can be ſuch a Being: His own 
Declarations are Contradictions to com- 
mon Senſe; as great Contradictions, as that 


three and one are the Same Number, and 
ſeven and five make twenty. It is this 


Violence of Conceit (for I will call it no 
longer by the Name of Reaſon, that mo- 
deſt and obedient Servant of God) which 
introduced the firſt Sin into the Earth, 

and 
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_ TS | 
and was the Parent of all the Idolatry and 


Corruption of the PaganandChriſtianWorld. 
The firſt of Mankind no ſooner admitted 


of Reaſoning about a plain Command, than 
they diſbelieved it; at leaſt, diſobeyed it, 
and fell. The Fruit was fair, and fit to 


| make one wiſe. Why then denied? Per- 


haps not. abſolutely denied : God had 


ſaid the Taſte ſhall be mortal; but yet it 
might be, they ſhould not ſurely die. 


Some of the earlieſt Species of Idolatry, 
adoring the Hoſt of Heaven, the deifying 


and worſhipping Men, ſprung from this 
Source. Reaſon could diſcover the Neceſ- 


ſity of an Eternal, and the earlieſt Tra- 


dition confirmed it. Conceit looks up to 


the heavenly Bodies, and Fancy ſteps in 
and makes them Gods. Why then not 


worſhip them, fo radiant, fo beneficial ? 
Why not - worſhip them; or the Deity 
in and thro' them? The Pagan Chriſtian | 


will be wiſe above his Meaſure, and fancy 


he is doing God Service by a voluntary 
Submiſſion to Angels ; intruding into thoſe 
Things he has not ſeen, vainly puffed up 
by his fleſhly Wiſdom. It is true, God 


has faid plainly, there is no God beſide 


Him- 


3 


2 


roc as Boar ry : ey I ow - q 5 Fs or, —— BELA” pa 1 * 7 ey q 
2 5 IE - n 8 Pb 3 * - A; 4 2 83 bot _ 8 " * I Rs 
044 3 4 Y ELLIS ELL of By x 68 N 0 o 5 , BO 
= & 5 5 4G: 28 A . Ce, ey 3 8 e 2 n = 8 8 5 
WD de: 3 OP LES e * "Fe I „ e 1 - iy * 8 l 7 2 
- - W 1 * 1 OY TS, I 4 IB 4 > * 7 r . * ade Bt ö * ad 2 en * l . 
N 4 LOR 472 2 : , os 5 . 2 * 3 4 1 Dex? 0 - = MB ? le. - re) 5 — 6 &... } x 4 
1 G *., 7 FY oF 5 x thay. x 9 3 I RIC mag, 2 * ws So PT ng 6 N. N 17 3 r N „ eee e bs Tt TREES * 
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Himſelf, and- he only. muſt be adored, 


together with one Mediator between God 


and Man: But then the Saints are the 


Favourites of Heaven, and may be allowed 
to do us Setvice with the Almighty; and 


then it is but Juſtice to do them Homage, 
and their Images too; Homage to God 
through them, and Homage to them through 


their repreſenting Figures. Do but ima- 
gine Bread and Wine to be Fleſh and 


Blood, though | your Senſes tell you, and 


the Author of the Sacrament and his 


Apoſtle after him tell you, it is Bread and 
Wine, and a Wafer ſhall have a Title to the 


higheſt divine Worſhip. Menof oldand of 
Renown for their great Actions, were 
looked upon as ſomething above the com- 


mon Level, and then ſomething Divine; and 


Fancy falls down and worſhips them living, 


and makes them Gods after their Deceaſe; 
for this reaſoning Knack preſently ſupports 


Flattery, and ſays with the Roman Orator, 
Nemo magnus vir fine afflatu divino. Next 
they are divine themſelves; they are Gods. 
And of this Sort, and thus raiſed to God- 
thip, were. ne moſt of the heathen 
18 1 2, Deities, 
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3 Deities: not excepting their Jove himſelf 
whoſe Sepulchre was ſhewn in the Ifle of 


Crete. Theſe human Gods carried their 
Vices with them into Heaven; were bloody, 
lewd, unjuſt, intemperate, Examples and 
Patrons of every Abomination ; and hence 
the Flood- gates of Immorality were open- 


ed, and drowned the Pagan World, and it 
became lawful; nay meritorious and god- 
like, to be the worſt of Men. And this 


was the natural Conſequence of, and the 
judicial Puniſhment too for, ſetting up Opi- 
nion in Oppoſition to the plain Declarations 


of the Author of Nature in the Works of 
his Hands and frequent Revelationsof Him- 
ſelf to Men; that not liking to retain God 


in their Knowledge, and thinking them- 
ſelves wiſe, they became fool. in all Sorts 
of Imaginations, 


Nevertheleſs tho'-we have all this Cauſe 
Quatre with the Abuſe of Reaſon, and 


Ground to diftruſt it, when it departs one 
Tittle from the Word of God; let us treat 
| Reaſon with Temper, with Reſpect; op- 


poſe its Pride and pragmatical Diſpoſi- 

tions, and yet allow it all the Privileges 

petiowed upon it by the gracious Giver. 
Reaſon 


6 ) 

Reaſon is that Faculty which diſtin- 
vuiſhes Man from the Brute Creation, and 
puts him in a Capacity of looking up 

and coming to God. Its Province does 
not invade that of Faith, but leads to it, 
and lays the ſolid Foundation of it. For 

the Belief of a God muſt, in the Nature 
of Things, precede that grounded on Re- 
velation: : * He that cometh to God, muſt 
believe that be is. Revelation cannot be 
the Cauſe of the firſt Belief, but ſup- 
poſes it. When Reaſon, however infor- 
med, has diſcovered this firſt Principle 
of the Being of God, it then may juſtly 
proceed to examine, whether a Revela- 
tion pretending to come from God, has 

a Claim to ſo ſacred a Title, If, upon 
5 Examination, it ſees ſufficient Cauſe to ad- 
LH mit the Claim, it immediately enters the 
Province of Faith. It muſt believe what 
is aſſerted in ſuch Revelation, becauſe it is 
aſſerted; eſpecially in the Things relating 
to the Deity, and the Manner of his Exiſ- 
tence, which muſt be beſt known by him- 
ſelf, and which is above Reaſon to inveſ- 


* Heb. xi. 6. 
C4 - tigate. 
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| tigate. * The Pſalmiſt declares the Man- 
1 | ner of his own Formation and Exiſtence 
Wo to be too high for his Apprehenſion; he 
1 could not attain to it: The Divine Nature 
Aj then and Mode of Exiſting muſt ſurely be 
Fi mich more above all Attempts to com- 
Wl! | prehend and explain them. Contradiction 
indeed to any known Principle of Rea- 
ſon, is ſomething; bit where that can 
be ſhewn, the Revelation itſelf muſt 'be 
1 rejected, and loſes at once all its Authority, 
Wh | becauſe that muſt be founded in Truth; 
5 and Contradictions cannot be both true. 


him ; diſcover, not only the Name God, 5 
but the true God, contrary to what has = 
been too raſhly aſſerted; tho not fo fully 
Wh and explicitly, as he has diſcovered him- 
1 ſelf by his Word. For the Revelation 
1 itſelf ſays plainly, + the inviſible things of 
q, . God are known by the things that are ſen, 

( even his eternal Power and God-head, 
Self-Exiſtence. They may be known by 
viſible Things; from the Impoffibility of 
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| Effects without a Cauſe: They may be ſo 


known, as to create Duty, and bind the 
Conſcience, which condemned thoſe as 
without Excuſe, who, knowing all this, 
acted in Contradiction to ſuch a certain 
Truth, and the Service reſulting from it. 


Not only his Power and Exiſtence, but 


his Goodneſs alſo ſhone bright in the 
Eyes- .of reaſonable Creatures from all the 


Benefit of being and well-being, of which 


they could not but be conſcious; and in 


beholding the outward Teftimonies of it, 
* in his doing them good, and giving Rain 


from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, filling 
their Hearts with Food and Glaaneſs ; from 


whence they might diſcern, 'that this glo- 


rious Being not only exiſts, but, that he 
is a Rewarder too; eſpecially of all mw 


diligenti ly ſeek him. 


Hence ſprings a Hope, not inconſiſ- 


tent with, but the eager Deſire and juſt 


Expectation of, true Reaſon, that God 
would be pleaſed to aſſiſt Reaſon in her 
Searches after the Nature and Will of God, 


a7 Acts xiv. 17. 
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by a more explicit Revelation of both; 
eſpecially with Reſpect to what Ss 


will be accepted, and whether any Atone- 


ment will be admitted for Sin, and what 
that Atonement muſt be. 


0 11 Controverſy about the Trinity, 
ſuch Revelation is allowed on both Sides, 
and therefore need not be proved. Rea- 
ſon finds the Neceſſity of admitting one 
ſelf-exiſtent Being. This Revelation ſays 


aloud in various Parts, Jhbe Lord thy 
God i is one Lord. Perhaps more ſuch Be- 


ings are a Contradiction in the Nature 
of the T hing. But be that as it will, the 
Scriptures fay, there is one God, and no 


other; and yet theſe Scriptures, from Ge- 
neſis to the Revelation, mention a Plura- 
lity in the Deity, under the Names of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and give each 
the Title and Attributes of the Godhead. 
Now it has been aſſumed, that a Divine 
Revelation, as ſuch, cannot admit of Falſe- 
hood or Contradiction: : This Son and 
Spirit therefore muſt either be two Su- 
preme Beings; and that is inconſiſtent 
with this Revelation, which allows but of 
| one 
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one ſuch” Being; or theſe are two ine 
ferior Beings, to whom the Supreme Be- 
ing gives his Name, Attributes, and 
Powers. But this is an utter Im poſſibility, 
which God himſelf (with Reverence be 


it ſpoken) cannot do. Created Beings are 


not capable of receiving ſuch Knowledge 
and Power, becauſe theſe Attributes can- 
not ſubſiſt out of the Divine Eſſence; 


and a Creature cannot have this Eſſence, 
and be a Creature. If God could make 


ſuch Beings, he could make himſelf; or 
ſome other Supremes might have made 
him; and then he would be created, and 
not the Eternal God. There is but one 


Way left to avoid all theſe Abſurdities and 
Contradictions, which is, to allow theſe 


two Perſons in Queſtion to be one and 
the ſame God with the Father; and this 


is the Doctrine of the Scriptures. How 
this Plutality ſubſiſts in the Unity of the 
Godhead, we can no way .conceive and 
explain, Is that a' Wonder ? Does not 


the ſame Difficulty he againſt every At- 


tribute, and even the Exiſtence of the 
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Theſe Three are ſaid to bein and with, 
to come from and to each other, to ſend 


and be ſent, and communicate in Name, 
NES. * and ie 


10 0 a this DiſtinQion, we ar 
them Perſons, with. Analogy to Perſons 
on Earth. But tho diſtin& as Men are, 
they muſt not be . conceived to be divided 
as they are, becauſe they are in each other, 


in God; and whatſoever is in God, is God, 


unalterable, undivided, inſeparable: They 
therefore partake of the Sameneſs of N 
or Subſtance, altho' diſtinguiſhed in 
Manner ſomething like Perſonal. 


N "OM "TH here nothin g to interpoſe, 
One Thing or Being cannot be Three and 
One, in the ſame Reſpect: But that it 
may be foi n different Reſpects, claſhes 


with no Principle of Reaſon, which bows 
down, and thankfully receives what it 
could not find out, and cannot conceive the 
Manner of; for God muſt know him 


ſelf beſt; and no Man can know him by 


wy other Way than that in which he will 
pleaſe 
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pleite to reveal bimſelf; and gas ſuch 
Revelation, * aith' Is the higheſt Reaſon. 


h, the appel of the Deity may 
not be unconcerned in this Plurality in 


Himſelf, as we find in Society on Farch 
one great Ingredient of human Happineſs: 


Ahd perhaps for this reaſon the F ather 
ſays, This is my. beloved Son, in bom. 1 ; 


An 7 well pleaſed. 


W 


oy may be — in the Nature of the 
Thing g. = is warranted by ſome Paſſages 


of Scripture, and general Opinion of the 


Fathers, that there is an Order, and a Sub- 
ordination of Order, in theſe three Per- 
ſons; according to which the Father, as 
the Root and Fountain of the Deity, may 
be conceived the. firſt, and the Son, as 


born of his Eſſenee, the ſecond Perſon in 


the Trinity; ; but in Subſtanee, Eternity, 
and all other Glories, equal: For the Son 
is eternal; the Father ever did, and al- 


ways does generate the Son; and the Son 


ever was, and always is generated, Light : 
'of Light, God of God. For there can be 
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no Change in the Nature of God; He 
ever was, and ever will be what he now 
is. The Father is the ſuperior Perſon, be- 
cauſe he gives to others who are inferior, 


N becauſe they receive that Effence which 
conſtitutes the Deity. 


The Sum of the Argument i is this : it 
1 the Son and Spirit are in Scripture aſſert- 


ed to have the Exiſtence, the Name, the 
Attributes, the Worſhip of the Supreme 


God, each of them is that Supreme God: 
And as they are both revealed to be in the 


Father, and Emanations from him, they 


are all Three One and the ſame Supreme 


God; agreeably to the Declarations of 


the aid Revelation, that there is, and 
can 1 be, but One ſuch Being. ty 


The Arian makes tie Son a Creature, 
formed ix 3 zd out of Nothing, but in- 


veſted by God with the Exiſtence, Wor- | 
ſhip, and other Glories of the Deity ; the 


moſt abſurd and unſcriptural Paradox that 
can be advanced. Is a Creature capable 


| of ſuch Endowments, yt _ 2s 
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him ceaſe to be a Creature ? ? Can God 
make a Being great as Himſelf ? Then he 


can make another Self; then he does not 


poſſeſs ſuch Exiſtence, as no other can 
polleſs ; ; then he 1 1s not God; then he in- 
troduces another supreme God, beſide 


Himſelf; then there are two. Supreme 
Gods, and Scripture contradicts Scripture, 


and makes God fay falſely — — Is there any 
God alias Me + ? 1 know 1 not el 


CL No, fays "Js Arian, I allow Vat One 


4 Supreme God ; but that Supreme God 


40 made another inferior God. What! ? and 


gave him a Right to Divine Worſhip ? 
The Saviour then was miſtaken, when he 


told the Te mpter, * Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and Him only ſhajt thou 


ſerve. According to this wretched Scheme 


of Divinity, we have two equal Gods; or 


two of different Degrees; in either Caſe 
two Gods, in direct Defiance of Reaſon 
and Scripture, and in a of all the 
N i in the World. 
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The Language « of Scriptyre concerning 


the Object of Worſhip | nts There are 


Three which bear Wi rtneſs in Heaven, the 
Father, the Son, and the Spi rit, and theſe 
Three are One. If this Text is diſputed, 
becauſe not found in, ſome Copies, | the 


whole Tenor of Scripture teaches the fare 
_ Thing. For this is the Doctrine held out 


to us ever ſince the Foundation of the 
World, made known, to the Prophets be- 
fore the Incarnation, and explained and 


aſcertained by Chriſt himſelf and his 


Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors for hun- 


dreds of Vears. Into. this Faith we are | 


baptiſed, and. I pray God, we may con- 


tinue ſtedfaſt in it. 


1 proceed to the Proofs of the . 


on which this Argument 18 formed, and 


Concluſion drawn; namely, that a © 
lity of Perſons i in the Deity i is propoſed 


to our Belief i in Scripture ; and the ſecond 
in. Order of theſe Perſons is there inveſted 


with all the incommunicable Attributes 
of the Deity, and propoſed for ac Ob- 
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je of univerſal Worſhip, which no Creas 


ture can be, as the ſame ee Poſe 


tively declares. 


167 


And here we are > fo fir Bomm Wapting 
Proofs, that we are oppreſſed with their 
Number: : To ſelect and apply is the only 


Taſk. T ſhall tate them, as they occur 


in the Train of my Thoughts on the 
Subject, and reſult from the Paſſages of 


Scripture lying open before me. 


Of the Plurality- and Unity we b at 
leaſt, a ſtrong Intimation in the firſt Book 
of the Bible *, where the Maker of the 
World is eapreivd by a plural Name, 
which is joined to a ſingular Verb, The 


' Elim (either the Almighty, or the Par- 
ties concerned in the Covenant by Oath 


with Man, according to thedifferent Roots 


from which the Name may be derived) 


are repreſented as conſulting together about 


the Work of Creation—/e ws make — and 


then are faid by a ſingular Verhto do this; 
which could not well be, if they were not, 
however otherwiſe 1 One and 


| the 
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che fame Being. The 8 Names of 
the Supreme God, plural joined to ſin- 
gular, and ſingular to plural Verbs, ſpeak 
the ſame Language. Creation was the 


ſole Work of God: * 7 am the Lord that 


maketh all things, that frretcheth forth the 


Heavens alone, that Spreadeth abroad tbe 
Earth by Myſelf... But this was the Work 
alſo of two others: The ſame Heavens and 


all the Hoſts of them were made + by the 
Word, and by the Breath, or Spirit, of his 


| Mouth.” The ſame Perſon, the ſame Spirit 


of God, at the Creation moved or brooded 


over the Face of the Chaotic Waters; and 
performed the like Action at the Baptiſm 
of Jeſus; and ſtill performs the Work 


of W. new Creation, or Renovation of 


3 Wind, to which his Operations 
are compared in the Converſation with 


Nicodemus, Fan the Force, Unſearch- 


ableneſs, and Freedom of them; ſince 
it is this Spirit, ** h worketh in aft di- 
viding his Gifts to every one, as he wills. 


Where I would obſerve theſe Gifts of the 


Fw PC, xxxiii, 6. 
1 John iii. ** x Cor, xii, 


Spirit 
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; rightly here expreſſed by a Word 


| Time riſe higher than mere Intimations, 


2 23 * 
Spirit 3 are in the next Verſe ald to be 


the Adminiſtrations of the Lord, the uſual 
i Title of Chriſt; and in the following 


Lit 4 


Verſe the fame Operations are aſcribed 
to God, che ſame God, by whichſoever 


of the three. Names he is called. In con- 
formity with this Name, this Spirit ſhook 


the Room with the Noiſe of a mighty 
| ruſhing Wind at his firſt Miraculous Ef- 
fuſion on the Apoſtles, and was com- 
| municated _ to his Diſci iples by Jeſus 
himſelf, with the f. gnificant | Action of, 
breathing upon. them. _ Jeſus then, and 
the Spirit of him and his Father, muſt 
be that very Lord God, who alone and | 
by Himſelf made all Things; or, which 
comes to the fame, muſt be that very. 
Lord ſubſiſting i in three Perſons, all con- 
curring in the ſame Work. The An- 


tient Jews had from their Scriptures a 


Notion and Belief of a Plurality i in their 


one God; and a Modern Converted Jew 


n preſſes his Brethren to admit the - Chriſ- 


tian Doctrine upon theſe Authorities, 
Theſe Intimations may poſſibly by this 


and 
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and do not ſeem to be ſet down xt tafdoth; 


and without a Patticular Deſigh,” in Books 
written under a " divitie *Guid Nane, as all 


6 Was, being 2 * 1 bf 
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bedauſe eternal; for there is nothing from 
Eternity beſide the true God: The Son has 


« proper Eternity, and therefore is the true 


God, St. John opens the Actoutit of Jeſds 
Chriſt thus, * In the Beginning. — Bet 


ning 
is an indefinite Part of Duration, 1 nger, 
or ſhorter, or infinite, according to the Sub- 


ject it is applied to: Here it fignifles at leaſt, 


a Time preceding the Incarnation; as in Ge- 
neſis it marks ſome Part of Duration before 


the Creation. I aſſume farther, that Begin- 


ning here means unlimited Duration, as I 
am warranted by the Scriptures, which aſ- 
ſert this Son · to have been before all Things, 


© born before all Creation, & and without him 


as nut any thing made that Was made. | He 
Was: not therefote made in Time; othet- 


Jenn i. 6. e 7 Col. i. 3. 7 Ibid. 
$ John i. 


s all. 
] * 


(2s) 
wiſe, he muſt have made himſelf; agrees 
ably to which, St. John pronouhees him; 
not only that which was from the Begin= 
ning, but alſo that eternal Life; which was 


with the Father, and was afterwards mani- 


feſted to us, was God manifeſt in the Fleſh ; 
for, as has been ſaid, he was before all 
Things, with and in God, and therefore was 


| himſelf the true and eternal God the true. 


God, as St. John explicitly aſſerts of Jeſus 
Griſt * Ks 2¹⁸ is the true Sb and eternal 


Liſe. 


After this polls Aﬀertion by A an Apoſtle —Þ 
that Jeſus is the true God, how frivolous is 


the Obſervation, that @:3 without an Ar- 


ticle is given the Son by way of Dimi- 

nution, but always with the Article to the 
Supreme God. But it is not more futile 

than falſe; The Logos, who was made 
Fleſh, and ſo was with us, in the Inter- 
pretation of his Name is pronounced ＋ wel 
nwas 6 O55 ; and in another Place 4 » ih," 


ſame Name with the ſame Emphaſis is giv- 


5 to the Saviour — throu gh the Righteouſ- 


# K 
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neſs Tu Os Nu 50 Tora S Inos Xensz, whih E Y 4 
the ſame Perſon, in all right Conſtruction, 
is the God and Saviour of us. Again, 
* looking for the glorious Appearing «3 
ptyxzts Ow 9 Tori nwv, our great God 
and Saviour. Again, Jud. laſt Verſe, which 
- concludes with calling him the only 
God, Mov coPy Oz Lurngs nu oM. A- 
gain, the Faſſages Me Oos Without the 
Article is applied to the Father, are ſo nu- 
merous, as would tire to recount. I ſhall 
therefore at a venture ſet down ſome half a 
Score, inſtead of half a Hundred, which  _ 
the Reader may collect for his farther Satiſ- 8 
faction. + The Child grew, and waxed 13 
Arong in Spirit, and the Grace (@s) of 
God was upon him. + The Word of God, 
pipe Oz, came 8 Jobn. $1f 1 by 
the Spirit of God, 2 eval; Oer, caſt 
cut Devils. || Ns Man hath feen God, zo» 
80s tans, af any Time. e know that 
thou cameſt from God, aro ®tsx, for no one 
can do the Wonders thou dbeſt, unleſs Ged, 


0 Qeos, WAas with bim; 3 Oes and v O95; mark 


* Tit. ii. 13. + Luke ii. 40. f Luke iii. 2. 
Mar. xii. 28. | John i. 18. “ John iii. 2. 
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the ſame Perſon, with or without the Arti- 


cle. * The ſame God, Obe, who worketh all 


in all. There is one God, or God is one; 


1176 Ty cds. + 'Tis Go that Juſt: fes: Ocos. 
The Preſence then of the Article does not 


mark a ſuperior, nor the Abſence of it an 


inferior God. They who tell ſuch Fibs in 
the Face of the Sun on ſo important a Point, 


deſerve ſomething at leaſt—not to be be- 


lieved; and the ſofteſt Thing that can be 


ſaid of them is, that they handle the Word 


of God deceitfully, 


Again: This Son is eternal and true 


God, becauſe the Eternal Spirit, who pro- 


ceeds from the Father, is in the Father, as 
the Soul is in Man, and knoweth his 


Thoughts, as tlie Spirit of Man, which is 
in Man, knoweth the Thoughts of the 


Man, and therefore muſt be eternal, all 
within God being ſo; proceeds from the 


Son as well as from the Father by the ſame 
Art; becauſe the Son is in the Father, and 


the Father in him, and what proceeds from 
*: Cr ll. :: + Rom. viii. 33, 
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the one muſt procced from the other ; and 


therefore he is the Spirit of, the Son, and 


the Spirit of the Father. “ The Spirit of 


bim woho raiſed up Jeſus from the dead; there- 


fore the Spirit of both, for the Father raiſed 
Jeſus, and Jeſus raiſed himſelf. The 
Father ſends him, } the Son ſends him : 
For the Son is in the Father ; ſeeth what 
he doth, and doeth the fame. For no Man 
knoweth the Father but the Son. No Man 
bath ſeen God at any Time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the Boſom of the Father, 
be hath declared him, The Spirit is the Spi- 
rit of this Son: & God ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son, enabling us to ſay, Abba, 
Father. But this Spirit eternal receives of 
the Son, who muſt be therefore Eternal, 

and God too ; ; it being impoſſible the eter- 
nal God ſhould receive from a Creature ever 
ſo high exalted. Who hath given to me ? 
ſays God. Thus this Spirit is fo far from 


being of an inferior Nature to the Son, that 


his own Eternity and Godhead form a ſtrong 
Argument for that of the Son. Indeed 
* Rom, viii. 11. + John ii. 19. f x Cor, 


they 


(29 ) 


they mutually ſupport each other's eternal 
Exiſtence and Union with the Father, ; 


both heing in him and from him. 


This Son has the Effence of as Father, 
and exiſts as He does. For this we have 


Authority ſufficient alone to determine this 


Queſtion with all ingenuous Minds. * For 
as the Father hath Life in Himſelf; that is, 
Self- neceſſary Exiſtence, ſuch as no Crea- 


ture can have, having Life indeed, but 


not in Himſelf; ſo bath he given to the 


Sen, to bave Life in Himſelf. But how 
given it? Why to the Son, as ſuch ; ſince: 


as ſuch he derives his Subſtance from him, 


by Generation, ar þisw, the only Way he 
could receive ſuch Exiſtence, which is the 
incommunicable Privilege of that Sub- 
ſtance. . 4 The Evangeliſt ſays emphati- 


cally, Th br C Bu, in him Was Life. It 
was by virtue of this inherent Life, that 
St. Luke . lays, whom God hath raiſed up, 


God the Father or Son, (for. the Act of 
| raiſing is aſcribed to both) having looſed the 


Pains of Death, becauſe it was not poſſible 


John v. 26. + John i. + AQs ii. 24. 
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he ſhould be holden of it. How not poſ- 


fible? Becauſe He had that Life in Him- 


ſelf, which made it impoſſible for this 


Holy One to ſee Corrupt! on. 


In virtue of this Participation in Sub- 
ſtance, the incommunicable Name and Pow- 
ers of the Supreme God are every where 
aſcribed to him; which could not be 
done, without Communication of that Sub- 


ſtance, out of which they cannot ſubſiſt. 


The Name Jehovah belongs to che High 
God, and him only. * That Men may 
know, that Thou, whoſe Name alone is Je- 


hovah, art the moſt High over all the Earth, 


This is the auguſt Name of God, deſ- 


criptive of his Exiſtence, I am, by which 


he was made known to + Moſes ; as be- 


fore that, by his Name implying Power. 


All other Beings have a precarious de- 
pendent Exiſtence, continually upheld and 
ſuſtained by his Power, who made them: 


+ In Him we live, and move, and have our 


Being, ſays the Apoſtle. Real Exiſtence is 


* Pſ. IxxxXili, + Ex. vi. 13. f Acts xvii. 28. 
5 the 


e 33 4 


the- ſole Privilege of the | Godhead. * But 
this diſtinguiſhing Name is given to Jeſus: 
He gives it to Himſelf, when, to ſhew 
his Exiſtence before Abraham, he ſays, * Ge- 
fore Abraham vas; not I was, but, I am: 
+ Jebovab rained fire on Sodom from Je- 
hovah out of Heaven. Where you have the 
Son Jchovah raining fire from the Father 
Jehovah out of Heaven. And thus Chriſt 
baffled the Jewe, ꝓ bidding them reconcile 
the Meſſiah being the Son of David, wh 
calleth him Lord; ſaying by the Spirit, 
The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou, &. 
+ The Prophet Iſaiah ſays, Mine Eyes have 
ſeen the Lord, Febovah, of Hoſts. & Theſe 
things ſaid Jaiab, when be ſaw his Chriſt's 
Glory, and ſpake of him. And both Prophet 
and Evangeliſt ſpeak juſtly ; for the Glory 
of one and the other is the ſame; for Jeſus is 
theBrightneſs of his Father's Glory. Through- 
out the Old Teſtament the LXX put e 
for | the Name Jehovah; and this is the 
conſtant Title of Jeſus in the New Teſta- 
** and TOY be derived from auge, of : 


* Jong xii. 41. + Gan xix. 2 t Mat. xxli. 4. 
1 If. vi. 5. 8 John xi. 41. 
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1 aus that having: 15 Divine Eflence 


of the Father, might, without Arrogance, 


in that Nature; though he choſe to aſſume 


an inferior Nature, being as truly God, 


as Man. For as the Form of a Servant in 
the latter Part of the Sentence ſignifies 
him to be real Man, the Form of God in 


the former correſponding Part muſt ſignify 
the ſame Reality, and without the moſt 


violent Torture, cannot be made to ſignify 


any other, He might juſtly ſay, Tam inthe 
Father, and the Father is in me; I and my 
Father are one, v, which our Adverſaries allow 
to expreſs one Being. None knoweth the 
Son but the Father, and none knoweth the 
Father but the Son. That he, who hath 
ſeen the One, hath: ſeen the other; as far 


as he can be ſeen by mortal Eye. That 
| the Son ſeeth what the Father doth, | and 


deeth the ſame. Therefore if the Father 
raiſes the Son, the Son alſo * Himſelf, 


* Phil. vi. 7. N 
He 


God; the other, Let as are Cen ? 


( 33 
b in all Things Divine and Eſſential, 


what the Father is, and therefore doth 


what the Father doeth. 9 bus faith the 8 


Lord, the King . Hfiuęl, and; bis Rede 
the Lord of - Hof, I am be firſh,. and Tan 


the laſt; and beſide me there is uc Ged. Je ſus 
days, + Tam: Alpha and Omega, the. Benne 
and ibe End, the ſirſt and the laſti: Jeſus th here- 


fore is the ſame God; for. there 1s, but . 
One ſuch Eternal. 4 The Lord Jehoyab i is 


che only Saviour there is none beſides. 


$ Jeſus is our Lord and Sauiour gf the 


World ; therefore he is the Lord Jehovah. 
He is the Higheſt, the known Title of the 
Father: | Thou. ſhalt be. culled: the, Pro- 


het of the Higheſt, for thou, t go before 


:the Face of the Lord, to Prepare. 155 Hays. 
John was ſent before the Face of Chriſt 
to prepare the Way before him: He is 


therefore” the Lord, the Higheſt. The 
Pfalmiſt and Apoſtle, ſpeaking of the ſame 
rebellious Acts of the Iſtaelites, one iays, 
4 They remfeed- and prowtkediwthe: toſs high 


as- eme of nem alſo. Lerpted- ;,-, v 


I. Air. 6. t Rev. xxii, 13. 4 If. xliii. Ir. John 
iv. 42. Luke i. 76. 1 Ixxviii. 56. * 1 Cor. x. 9. 
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Three Perſons, that even the Perſonal 
Names are communicated; and the ſame 
Tking which one Name is ſaid to have 
: Sade is aſcribed to another Name by the 
facted Writers. And in that Caſe, as each 
Perſon is God and Lord, the Perſonal 
Name ſtands for the whole Deity, acting 
in each of them. Thus the Lord Jeho- 
vah gave the Law from Mount Sinai: It 
18 faid elſewhere, the Lord is that Spirit. 
St. Stephen ſeems to aſcribe it to Angels, 
where he tells the Jews, * they had not 
kept the Law, which they received by the 
* Diſpoſition” of Angels; that is, perhaps, by 
the Angel of the Covenant, attended by 
: other miniſtring Spirits. It has been thought, 
ar and was the prevailing Opinion of the Fa- 
. that che Son, who in the Fulneſs 
e 'of Time was to be. incarnate, anticipated 
| an Appearance, and acted under that Form 
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ter ward to be .Jehoyah bimſe 
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ho the preceding, preparatory. Diſpenſations 
8 The: Angel of the Lord, who accoſted 


Moſes i in the burning Buſh, A 1 af- | 


37. who 


— ä— 


called to him tor pay dug = Dp to the 
Divine-Preſence, and: Moſes was afraid. to 


look upon God. One of the Three, who 


9341] +w 4 


appeared to Abraham. like Men, ſeems to 


be the Lord himſelf, who, when Sarah 


laughed at the unexpected Promiſe of a 
Child, anſwered, + 1s any Thing to hard 


Ga 444 


forthe Lord ? I have promiſed, and. at. the 
Time. appointed L. wi ill return unio thee, 
and Sarah ſhall. have a Son: : For only two 
of the. Company went forward to Sodom ; 


but Abraham ſtood ſtill with the Lord, heard 
his Purpoſe, and intreated him, as the 
aer of all the Earth. ug 


But, 3 this 110 be, the Creition 


of the Univerſe is a Proof full in Point 


for ſuch Communication of Names and 
Actions. God the F ather, Jehovah, claim 
to himſelf alone the Creation of the Worlds; 


9 who inhabiteth Eternity, who kung! the 


„Ex. ii. 3 1 Gen. xviii, 13, bee. 111 
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Farttt upon Nothing, wo made the Oriotf 
and the Stars, and -aſks; with Diſdain of 
otward Aſhiſtance, Who was with him, 


when he did thi Is The Son however didi 
alſo all theſe ſtupendous Works: For He 


was wid him, And actedd with him from 


Eternity, the © fame” Godhead,” "whether 
called by the Name f Father or woe: VH 


* wp; 
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No, „as the Oger, chi was Cre- 
ated himſelf, and thett acted'by 4 delegated 
Power and Corsiniffiotr Tor another. Crea- 
tion and Suſtentation of the Univerſe ſeem 
to require Power and Wiſdom no lefs than 
Infinite reſſding in the Divine Subftance, 
and not transferable to à Creature." with- 
out giving him that Subſtance, which would 


make him not a Creature, would make him 


another Being, and that infinite ; that is, an- 
other Supreme God. We only know God 


by his Attributes ; : and where we find them, 


a ex tf" 4 


we find. the Sypreme God. But why do 


I fay; * all this ſeems? tt i is certain from 
the Seri pture itſelf, which makes the Crea- 
tion of the Univerſe fo great a Work, that 
the viſible: Parts of ir ; dearly irffer the 
12 3 eternal 
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eternal Power and Gedhend of him who 


made it; which could not bo. i any 


Being below infinite and eternal'/could 
be made to do it. 
by himſelf, and claims being acknowledged 


God makes the World 


God on that Account: Another makes 
the World by. himſelf, and for himſelf. and 
yet he is only a Creature. The Heathens, 


from what they ſaw, might be led to ac- 
knowledge One Being of eternal P ne 
and Godhead, and therefore were without 
Excuſe for their Multitude of Deities: 
But if this eternal Power could be tranſ- 
ferred to another, and him a Creature 3 
there might be two ſuch Beings, and I do 


not ſee why. not two-apd-twenty , ſuch 
Beings; acting under one another in this 


Work and ſo the People might be fairly 


excuſed for the Acknowledgtnent of more 


Creators than One. See Mountains of Ab- 


ſurdities heaped on Mountains to affrontand 


pull down the Almighey; Exiftence in 
Time turned into eternal Exiſtence; j a crea- 
ted God, a created Ungreate!. All this ad - 


mits of no Diffcul ty in the Chriſtian Scheme, 
where each Perſon has the ſame Divine 


Sub- 
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dd and therefore is God atid . 


and the ſame Deity is the Agent, by which- 
ever Name in the Divine Economy he is 
called; and the Father creates, and the Son 


in * ſame Act creates alſo. 


2 


1 But let tg for gut Sake, reconcile 
Contradictions, and allow Impoſlibilities to 
be poſſible. Let us take a View of the Pro- 


priety and P robability of this monſtrous Hy- 


potheſis. If the true God is not the Deity of 
Epieurus, lolling on his Bed of Clouds, and 


regardleſs of the Worlds rolling beneath 


him; or the God Baal, hunting, travelling, 
| napping, inattentive to the loudeſt Calls of 


his 'Votaries; I fay, it appears wondrous 


ſtrange, that the Keeper of Iſrael, who nei- 


ther ſlumbers nor ſleeps, who ſaid, Ler there 
be Light, and there was Light ; who ſpake, 


and it was done; who commanded, and it 


ſtood faſt : . That ſuch a Being ſhould create | 
another Being to create the World for him, 


and to ſuſtain the mighty Fabric he had 
made, and ſo rob him of the Honour of Crea- 


tion, URN he claims to himſelf alone, in 


2 Diſdain 


*; 


( 39 ) 


| Diſdain of any foreign Affiſtance: And what 
is ill more ſtrange, that this Delegateſhould 


do all this, not for his Principal s Honour 
and Glory, but his own: And what is ſtran- 
geſt of all, that He ſhould have this Com- 
miſſion, to intitle him to univerſal Adora- 
tion, and ſo- rob God of another Peculiar 3 


| He that can believe theſe Things, needs 


make no Scruple of believing any Thing. 
J will only ſet down the Paſſage which is 
the Foundation of this Argument; and then 
leave it upon the candid Reader. Coloſ. 5. 
is dean Son, who is the expreſs Image of the 


his Glory, , the firſl-born of every Creature, 
that is, born before all Creation, as the fol- 


lowing Words declare; for ' by Him-were 
all things created that are in Heaven, and 


that are in Earth, vile and invi i ble, Aber. 


tber they be Thrones, or Dominions, or Prin- 


cipalities, or Powers : All things. were crea- 
red by him, and for bim; and be is - all 


7 bt i and 75 n all Thingh wage: 


' inviſible God, elſewhere, the . Brightneſs of ; 


yt to 80 on to firther Pk of his © one 
Pie with the Father: God alone can 


forgive ; 
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- fatgive: Sins : * But Chriſt forgives, chem by 
his yen Authority, abd declares, this Son 


of Man hath. Power to do it upon Earth; 


and for Proof, works a ſenſible Miracle, 
Gd is. omnipreſent: Chtiſt is ſo too; 


yen at the Inſtant he converſed on, Earth, 
God: ſearcheth che Hearts: 


the! 7 e | Heihas des the 


Po Him: : vac a: the. Punch of. the 


IB \D . 


This 3 Coſpels * Epitlles, 


Wees Point, and conſpire to proye it. 


No, ſays the Objector, the Trinity is a Doc- 


trine to be fought for only in the New Teſ- 
tament; the Prophets have nothing to do 


with it. How'? Then the Saviour was 


miſtaken, and referred the Jews to a wrong 


Evidence, when he ſent them to Moſes 
and the F, i and 11 them ſearch 


4 Mat. xix. 13 "4 7 in. 1 3 1 John i. 34. 
8 Col, 11. FE "1 John v. 39. 1 fx of 
thoſe 
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Chriſt knows 
the Secrets · of the Heart For he is 1n;the 
Boſpm of the Father, and knoweth what 
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thoſe Scriptures, the only Scriptures then 
in Being, as thoſe which teſtified of him. 
The Author of The Scripture Doctrine of 
the Trinity has not a Word from the only 


Scripture he was directed to look into upon 


this Queſtion. The Reaſon of this Objec- 
tion and Practice is obvious. The Prophets 


ſpeak ſtrong and home to the true Divinity 
of Chriſt, and Unity with God : The New 


Teſtament confiders Chriſt in his Capa- 


city of God-Man, in which he is certainly 
inferior to the Father; and thus contains 
ſome Paſſages, which are urged, with great 
Weakneſs, in Abatement 67 this P en! 


nence. This has been the current Practice 


of all the Innovators in Religion; to prefer 
Scripture to Scripture, to ſlight ſome Books, 


and idoliſe others; accepting more or fewer 


Goſpels and Epiſtles, as they merit a 
Place in their Eſteem by the Evidence they 
bear to a favourite Cauſe, 


Of this we have a famous Inſtance in the 
_ Diſciples of Socinus, who, after having 
tortured all the other Texts of Scripture, 
and forced them into the Service of their 
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Hypotheſis, found one too hard for them ; ; 
that noted one in the General Epiſtle 
of St. Jobn : There are Three that bea, 

Witneſs in Heaven, the Father, the Mord, 
EY the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe J. bree are 
One. This Scripture and their Hypothe- 
ſis could not ſtand together. What was 
to be done ? The Tranſylvanian Brethren, 
quite out of Temper with this obſtinate 
Oppoſition to their Scheme, firſt proſcribed 
the whole Epiſtle, and ſtruck it out of 
the Canon of Scripture ; But upon ma- 
turer Deliberation, being informed that this 
odious Verſe was not found in ſome of the 
| Copies, they admitted the Epiſtle, but 
baniſhed the Verſe; though it appeared 
in the Books before the Council of 
Nice, as will be ſhewn hereafter ; and 
Jerom, the moſt able of his Time in that 
Sort of Learning, who was employed ſoon 
after by Damaſus, Biſhop of Rome, to re- 
viſe and adjuſt the Differences crept into 
the various Copies, and for that Purpoſe 
had the Manuſcripts ſent him from all Parts 
of the World, replaced this Text upon 
the Authority of thoſc which were moſt 


antient 


( 43 ) 


antient and authentic, and 8 a Charge 
of Vnfaithfulneſs upon thoſe who firſt left 


it out. 


But to ſhew my Complaiſance, I pro- 
ceed to pure New Teſtament Proots. And 
here ſtarts up one capital Objection, the 


firſt Aſſertion in the Book of the great 


Champion of Arianiſm, That the Deity is 
ſaid to be but one Perſon, But it is an Aſ- 


ſertion only, and a plain begging of the 
Queſtion ; as has been demonſtrated by the 
Author abovementioned with Pleaſure. It 


is founded on a Scripture, either proving 


nothing or proving too much, which is the 


ſame thing. * A Young Man, full of him- 
ſelf, cometh to Jeſus with the Addreſs of 


Good Maſter, &c. Jelus anſwers, Hy calleſt 


thou me good? There is none good, abſolute- 


ly good, but One, that is Gcd: In the 
Original, ws 2 cy, £4 ty 89 0 Oe0c. If it 


referred to Being, it ought to be &, ſays the 
Objector. Not fo, if the Being referred to 
is Maſculine, which is the Caſe here. Oo; 


is the Subſtantive, to which tg refers, and 


* Mat. xix. 17. 
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( 44 ) 
with which it agrees. Thus, there is none 
good, t u eig 0 Oebg, but the one God. 


Agreeably St. Mark ſays, Who can for- 


give Sins, Ei py eig 0 Geog, but the one God alone, 
or God only? It cannot fignify the Per- 


ſon of the Father here, for then it would 


not be true; for Chriſt, another Perſon, took 
upon him to forgive Sins, and juſtified his 
doing it. What is «5 in this Paſſage, is by St. 


Luke changed into pr©> Oed, ſtill plain- 


er; both eig and oye. referring to the ſame 
Subject, o ©e0;. The only Inference that can 


be juſtly. drawn is, that there is but One 


God, which is readily allowed: But as to 
there being, or not being Perſons in this 
God, it ſays nothing, or too much. For if 
one Perſon only is 3 by Virtue of the 
Word eig, one Perſon only is God, and that 
not the Father: For the Title of Geòg and 
uo!Os o ©tog | is given to the Saviour; and 
if this is done excluſively of any other Per- 


ſon, the Father is not the [45> e to. But it 


is not ſo; for the Father and Son agree in 
one Being and Nature, expreſſed by ey, on 
which ſuch Streſs is laid; for our Saviour 
0 lay Sy EV) 11 0 Der Ing VE EH. 


Mar. ii. 7. + Luke r. 21, t Jud.25: Jonna. 30. 
But 


( 45 ) | 
But this mighty Objection of the Deity 
being a Single Perſon may receive its Con- 
futation from the Baptiſm of Jeſus, * in 


which was a clear and ſenſible Exhibition 


of the three Perſons in this one God. Jeſus ! 18 


the baptiſed: The Heaven opens; the Eternal 


Spirit of God (who is elſewhere ſaid to be 


in God, and to know the deep Things of 


God, as the $pirit of Man, which is in 


— 


him, knoweth his Thoughts) deſcends 


viſibly in the Shape or Action of a Dove, 
and lights upon the baptiſed; and a Voice 


is heard from Heaven, the Father's Voice; 


becauſe it ſays, This is my belove: Son, 
in whom I am well pleaſed: The Son of 
my Love, in whom I fee no Imperfection; 


for he was of me, and vith me, from 


Eternity ; ; the Brightneſs of my own Glory, 
and the expreſs Image of my Perſon. This 


Paraphraſe is fu pported by the Scriptures 


above quoted and reaſoned upon. There 
are then three diſtind Perſons in the Deity ; 
and the ſecond, being the natural Son of 
God, partakes of the Eflence of the Father, 
and by that Relation is equal to him. 


* Mat. 111. +2 
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. 
This Doctrine and this Language were 
well underſtood by the Jews, the ſtricteſt 
Unitarians in the World; who believed 
the One God to have in him a Logos, a 
Reaſon, a Son, whom, in Conſequence of 
their Belief of the Unity, they conceived 
to be One with him, and equal to him. With 
them the Claim of being the Son of God; 
was equivalent to that of being equal to God. 


# 


Nathaniel, ſtruck with the Omnipreſence 


and Omniſcience of Chriſt, who ſaw him at 


a Diſtance under the Fi ig Tree, and knew 


his moſt ſecret Thoughts and Meditations 
there, cries out, Thou art the Son of God. 


The Importance of this Addreſs will be ſeen 


inanother Place, + where, upon Jeſuscalling 
God his Father, the Jews ſought the more 


to kill him; becauſe he ſaid, that God was 


his Father, making himſelf equal with 
God. In their Apprehenſion, and it was 


a juſt Apprehenſion, Ser of God, and equa} 


with God, was the ſame Thing. The ſame 
Charge of Blaſphemy, and on the fame Ac- 
count, | the High Prieſt laid againſt him, 

when, being adjured, he owned himſelf the 


* John i. 49. .+ John v. 18. 1 Mat, xxvi. 63. 
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Chriſt, the Son of God; for ſuch a Son 


muſt be in God, and the Subſtance of God 


muſt be in him, agreeably to his own Decla- 


ration —1 am in tne Father, 10 the Father 


For this Son was a Son before, long be- 


fore his Incarnation ; an eternal Son, as has 
been ſhewn above ; a Son in ſuch a Propriety 


of Manner, as no other could claim to be. 


He was indeed made a Son by his being 


conceived by the Power of the Higheſt, * and 
therefore that Holy Thing became the Son of 
God by anew Title. At his Reſurrection he be- 


came alſo a Son, and therefore on that Occa- 
ſion the Paſſage of the Pſalmiſt is applied to 


him, + Thou art my Son, this Day have 1 
begotten thee ; being the firſt-born from 


the Dead. He was, if you pleaſe, before 
this a Son, when he ſprung forth from 


the Boſom of the Father into outward Ac- 
tion, and made the World. But all this 
does not come up to the Point of his Ori- 
ginal Filiation. He is a Son of God before 
al theſe Things, and, by an excluſive Right, 

* JUK, i IC, 


+ Acts X111, 33. 
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the only-begotten Son of God. Others 
have been produced out of the ordinary 
Courſe of human Generation, and raiſed 
from the dead; but this only-hegotten Son 
muſt he produced in a Way in which no 
other ever was, or ever could be. He was 
generated without human Aſſiſtance, but 
this could not make him the Only-begotten; 
for Adam was formed without the ſame 
human Aſſiſtance, and therefore is ſtiled 
* rhe Son of God. If he had been created 
out of nothing, this would not alſo be a 
_ peculiar Thing; for the Angels were fo 
made, and are called + 7he Sons of God. 
There remains but one Way of his being 
the only- begotten Son, that is, by Genes. 
tion or Emanation from the Father, and 
therefore Eternal, becauſe no Alteration 
nor adventitious Thing can have Place in 
the Supreme Being. The Evangeliſt fays, 
He was with God, and God, from the Be- 
ginning; and the Word was made Fleſh, 
and We beheld his Glory, the Glory of the 
Only-begotten of the Father. Therefore | 


* Luke xiii, 38. + Job xxxviii. 7. | 5 
0 ED | God 
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God i is ſaid & to ſend forth his Son, born 
of a Woman; who therefore was a Son, 
before he was ſent forth and born of a 
Woman.” And agreeably to this the Pros 
phet Iſaiah + Feems to diſtinguiſh be- 
' tween a Child born, and a Son given; and 
upon Mention of the Son gives his auguſt | 
Character: His Name ſhall. be called Won- 
 derful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, the Fa- 
ther of Ages or ne the Prince of 
Peace. | 


This only-begotten Eternal Son, re- 
ſplendent in all. the Perfections, Powers, 
and Honours of the Deity, and who there- 
fore thought it no Robbery to be equal 
with him ; yet made himſelf of no Re- 
putation, and took upon him a Nature, 
2 Soul and Body, in which he might con- 
verſe with, and die for Men, according to 
the Plan of a Saviour from all Eternity; 1 
fay, a Soul and Body; for without a hu- 
man Soul, he was not Man, and could 
not repreſent and redeem Mankind, as 
Proxy ſuffering for them : He bould* not 


Gal. iv. 4. + IF. ix. 6, 
II > 


({ 55% I) 
be ſtiled Man, and the Son of Man, tha 
ſecond Adam : His F leſh, unanimated by 
a Soul, could not ſuffer any Thing, being 
a lifeleſs Carcaſe. Indeed, that he was, as 
it was neceſſary he ſhould be, real and com. 


Death pars ng in  Evidanes, „ 4 Sg 
ed in Wiſdom, as well as in Stature; his 
Soul was troubled and very heavy, even 
unto Death; he groaned in Spirit; he 
had a human Will, as well as a human . 
Underſtanding; he felt and expreſſed all 
our Affections and Paſſions, and was in all 
Things made like unto us, Sin only ex- 
cepted. God could not be his Soul; for 
then he could not have grown in Wiſ- 
dom, or ſuffered any Thing, the Deity be- 
ing impaſſible: An Angel could not ſup- 
ply the Place of a Soul; for then the An- 
gel muſt have ſuffered, not the Man: He 
muſt therefore have ſaffered for Himſelf, 
not for Man; he was not Man, and could 
neither repreſent, nor redeem him. 


The Son of God, by taking the whole 
of Manhood and Joining it to himſelf, 
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he was without Doubt inferior to the Fa- 


ther; inferior to himſelf, conſidered ab- 


ſtractedly from this Humiliation, according 


to which he is ſaid to have empried him- 
elf. In this Capacity it became him to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs; to pray to the Fa- 
ther, to ſubmit his human Will, averſe 
from Pain, to the divine; might aſſert, 
that at his Prayer the Father would ſend 
| Legions of Angels to his Reſcue, and at 
the ſame Time ſhew how little he wanted 
any Aſſiſtance, ſtriking to the Ground by his 
own Power thoſe who came to apprehend 


him : : He might ſay, he had glorified his 


Father on Earth, and deſire him to reſtore 
him, in his mediatorial Capacity, to the 


ſame Glories which he enjoyed with 
him before the Foundation of the World, 
that is, from Eternity, before all T hings ; 4 
that is to divine Glories, which he poſleſs- 
ed as Eternal Son. His Prayer was heard; 
he knew he was always heard; and he 

received this Exaltation as God- Man above 


ES: every 


wigdt, juſtly and confiſtently with his 
Claims of Equality with the Father, ſay, 
My Father is greater than T. As God-Man, 
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every . Name in Heaven and Earth, to 


which every Knee was to bow: Angels 
were to worſhip; the Univerſe was to 
adore this beloved, this firſt, this only- 
begotten Son, who bas purchaſed Redemp- 
tion for us by his Blood, Blood of the 
God, rs Oes, and Saviour of us, and pre- 
pared Manſions for us in his Father's 


Houſe, whither he aſcended, after having 
been the Wonder of Angels and Men, of 


whoſe Sovereignty and Dominion there 
ſhall be no End. 


The Redemption of loſt Man, by the 


Death and Sufferings of the Son of God, 


is a Scheme every Way worthy of God, and 
expreſſive of all his Attributes, planned be- 
fore the Exiſtence of Nature, and prepared 


for by an Oeconomy of four thouſand 


Years: A Myſtery which the Angels deſire 


to look into, which is the Lord's Doing, and 
marvellous in our Eyes. It becomes our 


Humility to fay, What is Man, that thou 


ſpouldeft thus vifit bim? But let it not ſhake 
our Faith, that God has done more for us 
than we could hope or conceive; forgive 


him 
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him this Wrong. Goodneſs looked down 
on a loſt Species of Creatures, and deter- 
mined to recover them to Life and Immor- 
tality. Sin muſt be puniſhed : If in the 
Perſon of the Sinner, he is incapable of 
this Mercy, and muſt be undone for ever. 
It was the Part cf Infinite Wiſdom to find 
out a ſufficient Proxy, who, by the Dignity 
of his Perſon, might make his temporal 
Sufferings an equivalent for the eternal Sut- 
ferings of the Sinner. He could not ſuffer 
the ſame Puniſhments which Sinners had 
deſerved, without wanting himſelf a Re- 
deemer. Such a Sacrifice for Sin was 
wanted, which ſhould be expreſſive of the 
Hatred of God to Sin, and, by the Great- 
neſs of the Offerer, ſhould make a tempo- 
ral Death of ineſtimable Value : And ſuch 
was Chriſt, who offered himſelf a Sacrifice 
to God through the eternal Spirit, the divine 
Nature joined to his human. Nothing lefs 
than Divine Wiſdom could contrive this; 
nothing below Infinite Goodneſs could grant, 


nothing leſs than Almighty Power could ef. 
ect it. ü 


But 
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(5 ) 
But all this, on Suppoſition of an Angel, 
or Angel-Man, or Angel- Fleſh; - being the 


Mediator and Sacrifice, is utterly irrecon- 
cileable with Scripture and Common Senſe. 


He who mediates for another muſt be him- 
ſelf without Imperfection but ſuch no cre- 
ated Being is in the Sight of God, who be- 
holds Folly, Weakneſs, Defectibility, in his 


Angels; the higheſt of whom did actually 
fall from their own Eſtate in Heaven. 
The Blood of Bulls and Goats cannot poſſi- 


bly be counted a worthy Compenſation for 


Sin; ſhall the Blood of Angels then give 


it? No Man can redeem his Brother, or 
make Atonement to God for him, ſo that 
he muſt let that alone for ever and ſhall 
an Angel, Who is made but little higher 
than him, perform the mighty Taſk? No; 
it coſt more to redezm their Souls; fo Mie 
he too mult let that alone for ever. It muſt 


be a Blood of much more Value, the Blood 


of God : Accordingly * the Apoſtle char- 
ges the Biſhops fo feed the Church of God, 
zhich he has purchaſed with his mon Blood. 
If the angelic Subſtance. ſtands for the Soul 
of the Mediator, it either ſuffers, or does 


* Acts xx. 28. 
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not. If it ſuffers, it ſüfers for itſelf alone, 
not for Man; ſince not joined to Man, but 
only to an inſenſible Part of him: If it does 
not ſuffer, there is no Suffeting at all in the 
Caſe. If he was Soul of the Mediator, he 
was not Man; who conſiſts of Soul and 
Body, and therefore could not be a vicarious 
Sacrifice for Man, who, as he ſinned in 


the firſt Man, was redeemed by the ſecond 


Man, in all Things like us, except Sin. If 
he joined himſelf to a whole Man, he 


might look up to Divine Goodneſs for ſome 


perſonal Reward, but not divine Honours; 
and he could go no farther; he could not 
merit for others; he wanted Indulgence for 
himſelf, being an imperfect defectible Crea- 
ture. Indeed, the whole Arian Scheme 


makes Incarnation a Jeſt; and Merit, Sa- 


tisfaction for Sin, and the Purchaſe of Im- 
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A cast 8 ain Boten Fleſh ina 


Appearance could not be the Myſtery the 
Angels deſired to look into. This them- 


elves had often performed before the Incar- 


nation 
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TR 
nation of the Son of God: This was nei- 
ther new nor wonderful, and therefore no 
Myſtery; unleſs Impoſſibilities were the 
Myſtery, viz. That a Fellow Creature, not 
free from Imperfection and Folly, ſnould 
merit Forgiveneſs for others. No; the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the Sins of 


the World, muſt be without Spot, or Ble- 


miſh. The Myſtery (and a Myſtery it 
was, in which all the Divine Attributes 
ſhone out in full Luſtre) was, not an 


Angel, but God manifeſt in the Fleſh; 
God in Chriſt, reconciling'to himſelf the 


World; that God, who was with God, 
and was God, before the Ara of _ 


Creation, . 


The Prayer of Chriſt before his Cruci- 
fixion — I have glorified thee on Earth, and 
now, O Father, &c. ſeems highly preſuming, 


and even blaſphemous in the Mouth of an 


Angel, calling the moſt High God his 


Father, making himſelf the Son from 


Eternity, and capable of gloriſying him. 
But what ſhall we ſay to the reſt of the 
Prayer? I bave finiſhea the Work, which 
thou 


BY 
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3 A * 
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A979 
thou gaveſt me to do: And now, O Father, 


&lorify thou me with thine own ſelf, with the 
Glory which I had with Thee before the 


World was. Preſumptuous Angel! You | 
Have finiſhed the Work God gave you to 
do: You have done your Duty: You have 
obeyed that Command, Diſobedience to 
which would have thruſt thee down to thy 
Apoſtate Brethren. But fay, your Obe- 
dience was ſo willing and ready as to raiſe 


an Expectation, and juſtify a Petition, 
of your being raiſed in your united Capa- 
city to your former Honours ; Angelical 


only; what Advantage to you was ſuch 
| Reward? Certainly the human Nature 
could receive but little Exaltation, being 
little lower than Angelical before: But 


what is this to the Exaltation promiſed in 
the Goſpel to the Redeemerand the redeem- 
ed? Sure no Creature could expect, or 
claim the Divine Prerogative of being the 


Object of Woerſkip'and Adoration to the 
Univerſe, which God has fo ſtrictly and 
expreſſy reſerved to himſelf, and which 
was denied to Angels in his own Scrip- 
tures, and was diſclaimed by thoſe Beings 
I them- 
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themſelves, for à Reaſon which muſt for 


ever hold, becauſe they were KA F ow. 
We with Men. e e 


* 


a 1 5 Ae of this Scheme of Re- 


demption cannot be juſtly ſaid to have fol- 
towed cunnngly-deviſed Fables; for a more 


clumſy and fooliſh one never entered the 
Head of the wildeſt Projector. They ſeem 


to be ſuch, whom the Apoſtle warns us 


againſt, who endanger Chriſtians by Philo- 
ſophy and vain Deceit, beguiling them of 


their Reward in a voluntary Humility and 


Worſhipping of Angels, intruding into 
thoſe Things which they have not ſeen, 
yainly puffed up by their fleſhly Mind, 
and not holding the Head, with inn 
the Body of the Church is connected, 
and increaſed with the Increaſe of God, 


J am not ſenſible, that I have ſtrained 
any Paſſage of Scripture, and forced it into 
the Service of the Cauſe I have been main- 
taining; an Art! willingly leave to others; 
And all the Authorities, in their natural 
Conftr vEtion, meet, and form ſo ſtrong a 
Point 


1 
Point of Light, that I think, he muſt be 
worſe than blind, who will not, ſee it. 
The Divinity of the Son being, I think, 
abundantly proved, there will remain no 


Difficulty | with Relation to the Holy 


Spirit; ſince many of the Authorities and 
Reaſonings belonging to this Argument 
have been produced under the former. He 
is the Eternal Spirit; that Power of the 
Higheſt, who made the human Nature in 


the Virgin's Womb, and by that Action 
gave a freſh Title for being named the Son 
of God to the Holy Thing to be born of 


her. He is that Spirit by which Chriſt offer- 


ed himſelf to God an acceptable Sacrifice, 
becauſe offered through the Eternal Spirit. 


This Spirit is in God, and therefore is God: 
Heis in God as the Spirit of Man is in Man, 
knowing his Thoughts and Counſels: He 


is therefore called the Spirit of God, and 


the Spirit of the Father; a Name of the 
higheſt Exaltation that can be given; but 
by our Advetſaries made a Term of Inferi- 
ority and Debaſement, by a Sort of Logic: 
= 12 „5 
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( 60 ) 
to me quite unintelligible ; and I could de- 
fire no ſtronger Argument of their Want of 
true Evidence, than their ſuborning of this. 
The Spirit is the Spirit of the Father, there- 
| fore inferior to him. Strange Reaſoning !_ 
|. The Soul is the Spirit of Man; is it there- 
fore inferior to Man? The Holy Ghoſt pro- 
ceeds from the Father, and therefore is of 
il the ſame Nature, and by the ſame Act pro- 
| ceeds from the Son; for the Son is always 
if in the Boſom of the Father, and therefore 
| what proceeds from the one muſt proceed = 
from the other alſo; and thus the Spirit is 
both Ways proved to be God. To lie to 
| this Spirit is to deny or defy his Omniſcience, 
i and therefore is to lie, not to Men but to 
= God. God is in his Temple: The Inhabi- 
if | tation of the Spirit makes the Temple of 
= God. Blaſphemy is, in the Scripture Senſe, 
| ſpeaking ill of God, or what'is nearly re- 
Il lated to him ; but Blaſphemy 1s charged: as 
'f the Sin apainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and faid to 
1 be almoſt irremiſſible, when a Word againſt 
li the Son of Man might be more eaſily for- 
given; the Reaſon of which I conceive is, 
that Men conceived Chriſt in a human Form 
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Cay 


to be no more than Man, and ſo might tra- 


duce him with leſs Danger than they could 
the Holy Ghoſt, who appeared only by his 
divine Operations, which declared him to 
be God. He may, he muſt be prayed to, 


if he is God; we are therefore impertinently 


culled upon to produce a ſingle Paſſage in 
Support of this Worſhip. Behold one : | The 
Lord of the Harveſt is to be prayed to, that he 
would fend forth Labourers into his Vineyard. 
But theſe Labourers were ſent forth by the 
Holy Ghoſt, who is therefore the Lord of 
the Vineyard, and to be prayed to. But fee 


farther— _ 


A Throne is ſeen in Heaven; and; the 
Spirit repreſented by the Emblem of ſeven 
Lamps of Fire; and that the Son was pre- 


ſent, we ſee by the Words of the Glory 
given by the Beaſts and Elders, who reſt 


not Day and Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, 


and is to come. The four and twenty Elders 
immediately fall down before him that fat 


on the Throne, and worſhip him that liveth 
tor ever, ſaying, Thou art wortby, O Lord, 
RE” ä ta 
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io receive Glory, and Honour, and Power i 


for thou haſt created all Things, and fot thy 
Pleaſure they are, and were created. They 


were created at firſt ; they are continually 


created, by being continually ſuſtained. But 


we know eit was the Son, by whom all 
Things were made, and for whom they 
were made, and by whom alſo all Things 
conſiſt. The Son was therefore concerned 


in this Act of Worſhip, and accordin gly h 6 


appears ſoon after, where one ſhould expect 


to find him, in the midſt of the Throne under 
the Emblem of a Lamb, as the Holy Ghoſt 


did before the Throne under that of Lamps 
of Fire. This Picture of the perſonal Diſ- 
tinction and Pre- eminence of Order in the 


Trinity, and Participation of Acclamation 


and Worſhip, may perſuade one to think 
that the thrice Holy has its Signification, and 
the Doctrine of all the Scripture in Words 


is here repreſented by Viſion to the Apoſtle. | 
But to the Holy Spirit: The Lord God (ſays 


Ezek. c. viii.) put forth the Form of a Hand, 


and took me by a Lock of my Head, and the 


Spirit lift me up. Tis the Action of one 
and the ſame Perſon, therefore the Spirit is 
the 


(63) 

the Lord God; nay, the only God, by an 
Argument turned upon the Adverſary, who 
ſays, but falſely, Chriſt denied himſelf to 
be God, by denying himſelf to be that 
Good One, who can be none but God, 
The Spirit is called, PC. cxliii. 10. empha- 
tically the good Spirit; and therefore, by 
Parity of Reaſon, is the only God, II. xlviii, 


Title of the Firſt and Laſt, and alſo becauſe 
the Father could not ſpeak without mak- 
ing himſelf ſent by the Spirit: The Words 


becauſe ſent by him, he is alſo below the 


not allow it a Proof i in this latter Caſe, 
therefore it is none in the former ; indeed, 
it is frivolous, and proves nothing. 


The Three Perſons, adored in Heaven 
by the thrice repeated Title of Holy, are 
worſhipped on Earth by the Names of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe 
co-ordinate Names we are commanded to 
be baptiſed ; and ſoi intimate Is their Union, 
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Chriſt muſt be the Speaker, becauſe of his 
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are, The Lord God and his Spirit hath ſent 
me. If then Chriſt is below. the Father, 
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Spirit, becauſe ſent by. him. They will 
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UE) 
that Baptiſm in the Name of one implies 
the reſt, and is Baptiſm in the Names of Fol 
b all the Three; for they, who had only wal 
received John s Baptiſm, were ordered by 
an Apoſtle to be baptiſed in' the Name of Y 
Jeſus. | Theſe are the Three, in whoſe E 
Names Chriſtians are bleſſed in the Cloſe "T0 
of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, where, to ſhew 15 
their Intercommunity and Equality, ſome- 
times one is put firſt, and ſometimes ano- 
ther. - They are the Three Perſons in the 
One God, to whom the Catholic Church 
iſ in all its Ages has paid divine Honours; 
9 and whom the Church of England, the 
1 ſoundeſt Part of it, acknowledges i in all 
5 9 her Prayers and Offices. : 


if 0 „ ee of this Contro- 
i verfy turns upon the Interpretation of the 
I ſeveral Scriptures relating to it, it will af- 
lf — ford a Preſumption that we have not miſ- 
= taken their-Meaning, if thoſe who lived 
ll neareſt the Times of their Publication ſhall 
be found to have had the ſame Senſe of 
them as we have; and that they had, ſhall 
N be my next Endeavour to ſhew, I ſhall 
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be contented to ſet down a few Paſſages 
| in each Author, ſufficient to ſhew the Har- 
A mony and univerſal Conſent of the primi- 
. tive Writers on this: momentous Subject. 
1 Was I to ſet down all, this little Piece 
1 would ſwell into a huge Volume, too large 
for common Uſe, for which alone it was 
intended; and if I was to add all the 
Quibbles, Tricks, Miſrepreſentations, and 
Diſtortions of plain Words in the Fathers, 
as well as in the Scriptures, by intereſted 
and conceited Men, it would grow into a 
Library. Nullo teneas hunc Protea nodb. 
Truth is a plain Thing, and the eaſieſt to 
come at by thoſe who will be contented to 
walk directly forward; as a ſtrait Line is 
the ſhorteſt that can be drawn between 
two Points; but Crookedneſs is infinite. 
Methinks I would chuſe to go with thoſe 
in Company, who lived Saints, and died 
Martyrs ; and fancy I hear the Voice in 
Iſaiah behind me ſaying, This is the May, 
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right 
Hand, or when ye turn to the left. Curioſity 
ſtrikes out of the royal Road, and is loit 
in a Multitude of illufive, intricate, and 
K N perplexing 
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perplexing Wanderings; where Conceit, 
like the deceiving Serpent, twiſts and winds 
itſelf round the Tree of Knowledge, in- 
ſinuating, deceiving, lying; ſaying, God 


hath not ſaid what yet he hath ſaid. 


begin with the earlieſt of theſe Writers, 


and go on in the Order of Time. 


In the Epiſtle aſcribed to Barnabas, 


Fellow-Labourer with the Apoſtles, and 
juſtly aſcribed, as the ableſt Critics have 


proved; you have theſe Words - Glory 


of Jeſus is ſuch, that by Him as efficient 


Cauſe, and for Him as final Cauſe, are all 


Things.” He fays farther—** The Lord, 


who knew all Things, therefore ſaid, he 
would take from his People their Heart 
of Stone, and give them one of Fleſh, 
becauſe he was to appear in the Fleſh, 


and dwell in us ; for our Heart, my Bre- 
thren, is a holy Temple to the Lord. — 


He is therefore the Lord God, who gave 


the Promiſe, and makes a Temple where- 
ever he pleaſes to dwell. 


Hermas, 
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1 
Hlermas, cotemporary with the former, 
ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe, ſupported by 


the ſame ſcriptural Arguments. He aſſerts 


Jeſus not only as exiſting before all Cre- 
ation, but exiſting as ovutsAvm, Counſellor 
in that Work ; which no one in his Senſes 
can apply to i Creature. Again, he ſhews 
him to be no Creature, by aſeribing to him 
the Suſtentation of the Univerſe. ** Every 


Creature of God is ſuſtained by his Son.“ 


No Words can more plainly OI: 
him from a created oP 


Ignatius, appointed by the Apoſtles 


themſelves Biſhop of Antioch, wrote many 
Epiſtles, ſeven of which are allowed to be 
genuine. He every where calls Chriſt the 


Lord, and his God; but, in his Epiſtle to 


the Epheſians, ſpeaks thus of Chriſt 


tic la ſegc bat, g αεανů! 5 XL Mr οινZurix l, vevnrs 
\ 5 \ 7 | * a 
x1 &yemr%, xi é Magiac ui &x Ses: One 


Phyfician,  fleſhly and ſpiritual, made and 


not made, of Mary and of God. Athana- 


ſius aſſerts this Meaning of the Words 
| yeunros : and ros, and 1 18 perſuaded the 


bleſſed 1 pnatius wrote rightly, pn eurey 
" Bp 5 As PL 
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rom When he calls Chriſt, made accord- 


ing to the Fleſh, but uncreate, becauſe not of 


the Number of Things made and created, but 
the Son of the Father. We are not ignorant, 
that they who affirmed there was but one un- 
born, meaning the Father, did not write this, 
as if the Son was born and a Creature, but 


becauſe he has no prior Cauſe of his Ex- 


ience; and more, becauſe he is the Parent 


of the Wiſdom, by whom he made all Things 


duhich were brought 1 nto B eing. For ven- 
oy and & e,, When oppoſed in the 


early Fathers, have generally the Senſe of 


made and unmade : Mwnmry is what is any 


way produced in Time, aywnrcy what is 


not produced in Time, not made, but 


eternal. Agreeably Cyril ſpeaks—xl Gn 
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Bras mf pu 18 N, N fy ae) ou ale, 
Aug 655 x1 öHhονν⁰νετ If be bad come to the 


Father in Time, be would not be conſub= : 
flantial : but as that is not true, but he 


was always with him, be is altogether con- 
ſubſtantial with him. And a little after 
& e fu mn onal TE rel, Wh oy && 
&vT3 quads d x apyiy d y% yn mv 


Lab yr TraTtog, anna gl d tx Th; apy bor 


o e ον huh T6 tia Ey wy, Aue By foes 


xaT% Y Sola aur TED) Yap ex T ab 


wa Hi TETo xt Sprotn TH Al To *. o- 


Env To. rel, bann &x 8, L 2 


r ay WEeLoreTal xt aur. Nothing can be 
coeternal with the Father, which is not by 
Nature of him : therefore though the Son 
hath his Principle of Being from the Fa- 
ther ; yet as be is derived from that Prin- 


ciple, having a concurrent and equally ex- 
tended Exiſtence with him, he cannot have 
an unlike Subſtance : for as he is of and 


from this Principle, he muſt be conſubſtan= 
tial or of the ſame Subſtance with it: more- 
over what is conſubſtantial with the Father, 
that is not adventitious in Time, leſt the 


fame foould be found in himſelf. Words 
cannot 
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cannot more plainly and explicitly declare 


the Conſubſtantiality and Coeternity of the 
Father and Son. In his Epiſtle to Poly- 


carp he calls Chriſt umzpygies, above all 


Time; a yep, without Number of Time; 
therefore he ſpeaks him Eternal. To the 
Magneſians he writes eie Os bew, 0 Sa- 
vepo tauroy N Ino Xelic, & fv avrs- 


Abyoc ais, S amo ayns rerror—One 


God, who manifeſted himſelf through Jeſus 
 Chrift, who is his eternal Word, not pro- 
ceeding from Silence, a fanciful Elon, not 


a Word On, but a Perſon eternal as 
Himſelf. 


Clemens Romanus, Cotemporary with 


the former, has few Paſſages relative to 
this Subject in his firſt Epiſtle of undoubt- 


ed Authority, and in his ſecond not equally 


received; yet ſays nothing really againſt; 
nay, ſays enough to expreſs his Conſent 


in the Catholic Doctrine. Among the 
manifold Gifts given to Abraham for his 


Faith, he reckons this, that #2 avrs 6 - 


Dos 'Inofs 1d nam owpyy, that from him 


was deſcended the Lord Feſus, as to his 
F leſh : 
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Fleſb: the Limitation as to the Fleſh, 
implies he had another Nature, not deri- 
ved from that Patriarch. He calls Chriſt 
amivyaoua The weyzhoame Y of, the 
Brightneſs of God's Greatneſs; and elſe- 
where tbe Sceptre of his Greatneſs. 


Polycarp in the fame Age, Epiſt. to 
the Philippians, invokes the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and at the 
ſame Time invokes Jeſus Chriſt as the 
Eternal High Prieſt and Son of God. In 
another Part he ſpeaks of © our being al- 
ways before the Eyes of the Lord our 
God; “ either ſpeaking of Chriſt alone, 
or, at leaſt, jointly with the Father. In 
his Prayer before his Martyrdom, he gives 
_ Glory © to the beloved Son, by whom, 
ce and with whom, by the Holy Spirit, be 
Glory, &c.—where the Adoration of 
the Three Perſons is plainly performed. 

The Brethren of Smyrna expreſs their 
Reaſon for adoring a crucified Man ; be- 
cauſe he was the Son of God: As to the 
Martyrs, we do not adore, but love them, 
for their — Love of their Maſter. 
Juſtin 
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Juſtin Martyr flouriſhed towards the 


middle of this Century, and will be found 
agreeing with thoſe who went before him. 


In his Dialogue with Trypho he blames 
the Blindneſs of the Jews, who denied 


Chriſt Imai O, T A, x: d., xl ppi- 


Ts Oe yiv. He every where diſtinguiſhes 


him as the only proper Son of God, w- i 
J, who alone is properly and according 
to natural Production called his Son. Atha- 
naſius has expreſſed his Meaning—r ap 
22 mos o Ma pancr, K jak 885 rule 
vor, you Gidv j Quoc, xl TE T9 v0 partly 
Bei r onparduey, What is naturally 
born of any one, and not adſcititious from 
another, that 1s, a Son by Nature, and this 
is the Meaning of the Name. His real and 
immediate Filiation, diſtin from the 


Mode of Creatures, he every where ſrong- 


ly aſſerts, laying, this Filiation is 8 2õ4 4 
@ T0T0 ply d a TIES e Ths TH πννα& 
gig, ö ,jö Tx g\AG TATE pet L1COpeavh 
Te viuuare 6 Ta auTa Ya, & Kl mer Tuna. 
Not by Separation, as if the Divine Sub- 


flance was divided, as all other Things di- 


vided and cut off are not the ſame they were 


before 
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Before ſuth Separation: He therefore ac- 


knowledges Chriſt to be of God by a 


true and natural Generation, but not part- 


ed from him, or ſeparated like other ge- 
nerated Things, but eternally with him. 


He ſays of the Son — s 6 del, utes U 
Ae 7018 is the eternally eiſting, this 


Nay, by a new T tle, reckoned as a Son. 


Taten J aſtin's Scholar, Gon the Son 
was born of the Father, 4 xa r A- 


wry, not by Separation, & N Nr me tC = 
uv, but by Participation and Communion 
in the F ather's Eſſence. 


Theophilus Biſhop of Aude his 


Contemporary, ſays to the ſame Purpoſe, 


Oede wv ö Nö, xt b O63 e ονẽ,; born of 
God, therefore God — for mw , O end, 


ed 5M batever is born of God, is God. 


Athenagoras towards the latter End of 


the Century bears his illuſtrious Teſti- 
mony: & Ray 6 U e 76 Oe NHD Ts mas. 


Tex. er ive ut Evepyace” reg: urg v4 1 3 
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TE ys, Gro; d TE ys & mares ui mares; ty 


7, worn xl Syd f, prcero—T he Son 


of God is the Mind or Word of the Father 


in Thought and Operation ; for from him 


and by him were all Things made, the Fa- 
ther and the Son being one; but the Son 
being in the Father and the Father in the 


Son, by the Union and Power of the Spi- 
rit; whom afterward, in his diſt inct Enu- 

meration of the three Divine Perſons, Ob- 
jects of Divine Worſhip, he calls 27pfaz 


oe Ws Pw de reg, 70 mreupa—An Ef- 


Flux from God, as Light from Fire. 


Irenæus, Biſhop and Martyr about the 
ſame time, tells us his Faith abundantly 


in this Article, B. 3. c. 6. He proves 


* neque Dominum, neque Spiritum Sanc- 
tum, neque Apoſtolos, eum, qui non 
eſſet Deus, definitive & abſolute Deum 


nominaſle aliquando, neque Dominum ap- 
pellaſſe aliquem ex ſua Perſona, niſi qui 
Dominator omnium, Patrem & Filium 
ejus. Neither our Lord, nor the Holy Spi- 


rit, nor the Apoſiles, ever called any one, 


Who was not truly God, de An vely and abſo- 
lutely 


he 29 
lutely by the Name of God; nor called any 
one Lord with reſpect to his own Perſon, un- 
leſs he was the Supreme Governor of all 
Things, God the Father and his Son.” And 
afterwards adds, if they, who are not Gods, 
are called by that Name, it is with ſome 
Addition and Explication, which ſhews 
them not to be Gods. The true God and 
Lord is He, who is abſolutely called by 
thoſe Names, and He is the Governor of 
all Things. The Father and Son are fo 
called; they are the true God, and Go- 
vernor of the World. Again, ſpeaking of 
IIrael, he ſays, quorum Patres, & ex 
quibus Chriſtus ſecundum Carnem, qui 
eſt Deus ſuper omnes benedictus in Se- 
cula—7/hboſe are the Fathers, and from 
whom Chriſt was according to the Fleſh, 
who is God over all bleſſed for ever.” 
Plainer Words cannot be invented, to 
mark the Supreme God, B. 4. c. 8. Om- 
nia menſura & ordine Deus facit, & nihil 
non menſum apud eum, quoniam nec in- 
compoſitum: & bene qui dixit, ipſum 
Immenſum Patrem in Filio menſuratum: 
menſura enim Patris Filius, quoniam & 
L 2 5 capit 
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capit eum.—God makes all things by Mea- 


fure and Order, and there is nothing not 
meaſured. by him, becauſe nothing is made 


by him unasjujted ; and be ſþgke juſtly, who 
ſaid, Even the Infinite Immeaſurable Father 
is meaſured in the Son; for the Son is the 
Meaſure of, or contains the Father.” When 
earthly Images are uſed to explain hea- 
venly, Impertection 1s to be removed from 


them: We are not therefore from hence 


to think, that God is capable of being 
bounded and circumſcribed, for then he 
could not be infinite; but that the Son, 
who is his Meaſure, is boundleſs as him- 


ſelf and coinfinite with him, and is able to 
take him in all whatſoever Greatneſs he 


has, that is, equal to him, as he explains 


his Expreſſion elſewhere, making A 


yoptrre 70 Minato rd Iarese, comprehend- 


ing the Greatneſs of the Father in himſelf, 


to be equivalent to Cygic» 7 x1 Too TH he- 


e n, alike and equal to him who brought 


him forth. Elſewhere, checking the Pre- 


ſumption of Mortals pretending to know- 
ledge above their Nature, he ſays, for 
thou art a Creature, O Man, nor didft 


From 


why 


CF 

from Eternity coexiſt with God, as his own 
peculiar Mor d, or Son, did. Once more; 
he fays, adeſt ei (Patri) ſemper Verbum 
& Sapientia, Filius & Spiritus, per quos & 
in quibus omnia liberè & ſpontè fecit.— 
Ever preſent to the Father in his Word and 
Wiſdom, Son and Spirit, by whom, and in 
whom, he made all things of his own good 

Will.“ Where you have the three Divine 
Perfons diſtinctly ſet down, and their 
eternal Coexiſtence and Co-operation. de- 
finitively aſſerted. B. 3. 20. In Oppo- 
fition to the Deniers of Chriſt's Pre-exiſ- 
tence from this Argument“ Si ergo tunc 
natus eſt, non erat ante Chriſtus,.— / Chriſt 
was then born, he did not exiſt before this 
Birth” —he anſwers, ©** Oftendimus enim, 
quia non tunc cœpit Filius Dei, exiſtens 
ſemper apud Patrem Me fhew that he did 
not then begin to be the Son of God, having 
bis Exiſtence with the Father always.” 


The learned Clemens Alexandrinus in 

a remarkable Paſſage {peaks thus of Chriſt, 
EmEPayn G xt 0 E TT" e 
= 6 & TS Uri ay, ms Abe, &c The 
| * | re- 


2 - ” — — 2 — 
— . ED” Came 6 


N 
— — Seen, 


8 — es 
* 


! i 
1 
1 
* 
* 
. 14 
We, 2, 
- 15 
5 
1 1 
" 
5 
1 ö 
5 1 
7 
4 4 
af : 
i | 
cul f 
6" 
„ 
* * 
11 
I 
148491 
+hþad 0 . 
5 
0 7 
1329 
. 
V's i 
931% 
THEE 
T7 
n 
n 
. 
N. 
141. 
1 | 
ö # 
* 
hit 
, a" 
1140 
48 
44 „ 
4 
$13: 
ty ii 
. 
Je 
ny 
1 
Mat 
191 * 
e 
1 
14 
ig 
4 j 
7 
N 
11 
4 17'S! 
TAR. 
2139-7 
y 444 
1 
* 9 
7 i hi 
G * 
11 235 
4 ih 
10 = - 
4:84 | 
1 
1 
. | 
FIAT 
44 | 
te 
. 
* . 
wand 
s 90 
, 
* e 
1 
RE, 
. 1 * 
Ran 
1 
. 
rin 
+ 
41 
+ 
"1 1 
1 
9 g 
18 | 
1 1 
N 
u. ( 
* 6: . 
«UW? p 
i148 
"1-38 1 
1 7 
34 2 4 
54 ö 
4 E 
7 a ' 
« 
4 
b. 
in 
iy: 
* 
N 
E 1 
” . 
1 4 
8 
[1 
XA 4 
* 
1 
-24*,F' 
nn 
* 
6 
17 i 
* 
4 
1 
"4 
"_ 
4.9 
1 | 
tl 
th 
99 
1 
by 
4 
F 
7 
* 


n 
— - — r 


N PERye 


oy 3 — — 2 4 + 4 um — . 8 — * 2 : * 
= N : — — 8 — — * 73 Fa 9 i 
=P" 5 ; — 5 — — . — 
—. be L 5 — 2 2 8 5 
1 7 * — 
* * * 0 2 : - 
uy 0 : 
SF p 1 : 3 "= 
D n 5 8 8 


FR 
pre-exiſting Saviour appeared. lately : he 


appeared, being the neceſſary Exiſtent, in 


the neceſſary Exiſtent, becauſe he was his 
Word, &c. Where Exiſtence, ſuch as is 
in the Father, is alſo in the Son. Hear 


him again in the ſtrongeſt Terms ſaying, 


w— O19; ASy%; 0 Pavporaerc5 CTC 4%, o 


765 eo moTh Tw Cay Fim Nes, Om fy ys 


durs, xl 6 Ay tv e T& Oe. The Divine 
Mora, the moſt conſpicuous and real God, 
equal to the Lord of all things, for he was 
his Son, and the Word, or Son, was in 
God. The Aſſertion is, that He is the 
real God, and equal to him; and the Rea- 
ſon given is, the Word was in God. 


Tertullian, in the Cloſe of this Century, 
who, in Conſequence of his Attachment 
to Diſcipline and Severity, gave Credit to 
the pretended Inſpirations of Montanus; 
yet is ſteady in this univerſal Faith, and 
bears Teſtimony to it, even after his Con- 
verſion to this Impoſture. Apologetici, c. 


21. he ſays—*© hunc ex Deo prolatum di- 


cimus, & Prolatione generatum, & idcirco 
Filium Dei, & Deum dictum, ex Unitate 
* : Sub- 


Nn 


85 
ly”: 


"2 00 
Subſtantiæ.—Mie ſay he was brought out of 


God, and by that Prolation generated, and 


therefore was called the Son of God, and 


God, from the Unity of Subſtance.” More 
plain ſtill—* Primogenitus eſt, ut ante om- 
nia genitus, & unigenitus, ut ſolus ex Deo 


genitus, propriè de Vulva Cordis ipſius. He 


1s Firſt-born, becauſe born before all things : 
and Only-begotten, becauſe the only one born 


of God, by true Generation, and in Pro- 


 priety of Speech, from the Womb of bis 


Heart, or inmoſt Subſtance,” 


Againſt Praxeas, c. 2. he profeſſes the 


whole Trinity to be of one Subſtance— 


* Quaſi non fic unus fit omnia, dum ex uno 
omnia, per Subſtantiæ ſcilicet Unitatem, 
& nihilominus cuſtodiatur *Oxooutac Sa- 


cramentum, que Unitatem in Trinitate 


diſponit, tres dirigens Patrem, Filium & 
Spiritum Sanctum, tres autem non Statu, 


. ſed Gradu ; nec Subſtantia, ſed Forma; 


nec Poteſtate, ſed Specie ; unius autem 
Subſtantiz, & unius Status, & unius Po- 


teſtatis; quia unus Deus, ex quo & Gra- 
dus iſti, & Formæ, & Species, in No- 
mine 
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4 
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4 
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mine Patris & Filii & Spiritus Sancti de- 
putantur.— As if there was not thus one 
God, fince all are from One, to uit, by 
Unity of Subſtance, and yet the ſacred 
OEconomy may be preſerved, whioh diſpoſes 
the Unity in a Trinity, directing Three, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; but though 
Three, not ſo in State and Condition, but 
in Degree or Order; neither in Subſtance 
Three, but in Form or Manner; nor in 

Power, but in the particular Mode of ex- 
Jing; but all of one Subflance, and one 
State, and one Power, becauſe there is but 
one God, from whom are communicated both 
theſe Degrees, and Forms, and Sorts, under 
the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. 
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Caius a Preſbyter, and Hippolytus B Bi- 
ſhop and Martyr, in the Beginning of the 
third Century, give their conſenting 
Voice. The former, Phatius a ſtrict Ho- 

moouſian aſſures us, mg rer X RE,! Te 
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He ſpeaks quite pertinently of the Divinity 
of Chriſt our true God, when he gives him 


the Title of Chriſt, and deſcribes in a truly 


Orthodox Manner his ineffable Generation 


from the Father. The Martyr in his own 
Words, and plainer cannot be uſed, calls 


Chriſt Ys Aten 0465, x] mei S TTLY 
E. 
ape mw fre x rot ſuerov, Thy cles ixgrips 


* TiAtiey eyovr. The infinite God, 


as well as finite Man, being ſo and appear 


ing ſo, as he had perfectly the perfect Eſ- 


fence of both, The ſame Confeſſion of the 


two complete Natures in Chriſt we find 


in the following Paſſage— T Yee ©2101, 05 
Fy tes aaa udo 0s, 501 x1 ne oN, N 


Poor d ED 40%e70), anal, av2rniewroy, 
Argen TW, elorced1ts, anaiov. The Divi- 


nity continues the ſame after the Incarna- 
tion as before, being by Nature infinite, 


incomprebenſible, impaſſible, unalterable, in- 
convertible, in itſelf all-powerful, and, to 
fay all in a Word, — Hallux. the 
_ . Good. 


We are. now hd at his third Can- 
tury, pretty near the Middle of which 


2 1 = flouriſbed 5 


— — An oo on — 


6820 
flouriſhed Origen, a Man of immenſe Li- 
terature and Labour, for and againſt whom 
whole Volumes have been written; who 
yet, however repreſented or miſrepreſented 
in ſome other Things, is conſtant in the 
Maintenance of the Conſubſtantiality and 
Coeternity of the Trinity. A few Ex- 


amples may ſerve for Evidence. Speak- 
ing of the different Gifts of the Magi to 


Chriſt, he ſays, they brought Gifts, Sym- 
bols of his different Capncities, wc Can 
2 Xpuow, Gold, as to a King; de d ahn- 
nZopere TIv u, embalming Myrrh, as 


to one who was to die; wi d G Nbavorry, 
Frankincenſe, as io God, that being the Of- 


fering to the High God. Again, Chriſt 
had — 70 & 76 ect . 0p N 


Emep fv ö v Hes, oe de Ac), x1 HU 


value, xl Ocz orpia, had Divinity, under his 
human Appearance, in that he was Son of 
God in the ftrifteſt Propriety of Speech, 
God-Word, the Power, the V. 1Jdom of God. 
Again, rr vp TY 4 un xl ng eve 
ohe reo r lar td vas rie 
dura, @; 6 device aur TUNG, gre Toy 
durięg, 05 0 E Are „xl op d- 
; | TS, 
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Ts, *} anita. For neither can any one 
know the Unmade, the Son before all Cre- 
ation, as the Father who generated him; 
neither can any know the Father, as his 
living Word, and his Wiſdom, and his 
Truth, Where the increate Nature of the 
Son is declared, and his inmoſt Union and 
Indwelling in the Father. The Teſtimo- 
ny of Socrates is, that Origen always pro- 
feſſed the Coeternity of the Son—Qecyi- 
vns ouvaitoy mavmzXs Aoye Tov ywv To 
maTer—Origen every where confeſſes the 
Son to be coeternal with the Father. 


About the Middle of this Century, pre- 
ſents himſelf Cyprian, Biſhop and Martyr. 
He applies to Jeſus all the Signatures of 
the Supreme God, in the Prophets and 

New Teftament.—As, There is no-other 
God, but Thee—God over all, bleſſed for 
ever—Beginning and the End. and that of 

Iſaiah, I am the Lord God, this is my Name, 

1 will not give my Glory to another, &c. 
Epiſt. to Jubaianus concerning the Bap- 

tiſm of Heretics—1 any one can be bap- 

tized by Heretics, he can alſo obtain Remiſ- 
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10 of Sins; and if fo, he is ſand; ified, and 
made the T7. emple of God, IT aſe, of what 


God? If of the Creator, he could not be, 


who did not believe in him: if of Chriſt, 


neither can he be his Temple, who denies 


Cbriſt to be God: if of the Holy Spirit, 
fence theſe Three are One (unum) how. can 


the Huly Spirit be upon Terms of Friend- 


ſhip with him, who is an Enemy either of 


the Father, or the Son? The Reference 


to the famous Text of St. John, 1 pic. 
v. 7. And theſe Three are One, (O) 
is plain. But to remove all Doubt, he 


profeſſedly cites the Paſſage, 1. de Unitate 


Ec. *Trs written of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, theſe Three are One.” And 
before him, Tertullian againſt Praxeas, al- 
ludes to the ſame Text“ The Connection 


of the Father in the Son, and of the Son 
in the Paraclete, makes three coherent or 


united Perſons, one from the other: Qui 


tres Unum ſunt, non Unus, which Three 
are one Thing, or Being, not one Perſon.” 
Where it may be obſerved, that this con- 
troverted Text, ſo full to the Purpoſe, 
that the Arians ſaid it was inſerted after 
7 | the 


( 85 ) 

the Appearance of Arius, was found: in 
the ſacred Copies in this, and the forego- 
=g n | 


Noradual, of the ſame Time, is claim- 


ed by the Heretics, but with how little 


. Cauſe we ſhall preſently ſee. Si homo, 
inquit, tantummodo Chriſtus, quomodo 


dicit, Ego ex Deo prodii, & veni? cum 


conſtet hominem a Deo factum eſſe, non 
ex Deo proceflifle, &c.— F Chriſt is only 
Man, how does be ſay, I came out of God? 
Ince it is plain, Man was made by God, 
and did not proceed out of him : but in the 
Manner, in which Man did not come out 
of God, in that Manner the Word of God 


came out of him.” i. e. Man came by 


Creation, the Word of God not ſo. Again, 


_ quoting the ſame Text of St. John, he 
ſays. Si homo tantummodo Chriſtus, 


quid eſt quod ait, Ego & Pater Unum ſu- 
mus? ſi non & Deus eſt & Filius, qui 
_ idcirco Unum poteſt dici, dum ex Ipſo 
eſt, & dum Filius ejus eſt, dum ex ipſo 
naſcitur, dum ex ipſo proceſfiſe reperitur, 


* quod & Deus eſt. * Chriſt is only 


Man, 
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Man, what is. it that be ſays, I and the 
Father are one? for how I and the Father 


are one? if he is not God and Son, who 
therefore may be ſaid to be One? as be is 


of bim, and his Son, and is born of him, 
and is an Efjiux or Prolation from himſelf, 
by which be is God. Chriſt is therefore 
God, and the true God, One with him, 


becauſe of the Communication of nat 


ſtance by natural Generation. 


About the Anne Time, lived the two 


Dionyſius's, one Biſhop of Rome, the 
other of Alexandria. A Fragment of the 
Roman Biſhop's Letter againſt Sabellius, 


preſerved by Athanaſius, is quite expreſ- 


five of the Catholic Doctrine. He refutes 
Sabellius, who made one Perſon of God, 
and then proceeds to thoſe, who divided 
the Deity, and made three Gods. © EN. 
dv k At ονν X91 Te; Rape, X 
KATRTEUIOTRE, A RVRICEYT AL, TO OEhVOTEL TOY 
apy pace Ths ExxNIACS Ts Os, Thy Movap- 
Va- 18 TPEiG nenne ag, ul leis v0. 
"pas d re,, xl Oed res nyc N 


* TS 03 ra Aw To Oar Nov 


* 


= ” -” y 4 '4 — > — "Yoo * * 
ee fs Yes = WE We x) 5 8 . 
8 3 A 0 „ 4 ET 3 5 * 7 83 
RO rod Ho nt ĩͤ Ow ate £ 
r e . p , . 


J po gon andett ak 2002 
r 
* 2 * $5 — P 2 


2 


IK OD N ö de 7s ; r 2 
3 5 VC 
r 21H” Wo Oh 4 2 n . I © At AL SI: o 

5 2 3 * 8 8 n XY 8 9 * 5 8 


. He ar i Ah ; \ 
= ; PEEL e o nt ti — 
1 e SOIL, Fs - [of 


1 „ , / Rr RL 8 3 
R F 213 2 I T 
53 C00 3 
; 5 N r : 8 ITE 


SES ws 


* 


897 


_ wepeiv Os Toh ers, x1 E Sal * 
TO EUV MV Lg EY 3 Thy Olay TeraNe 
eis L wap tic wopuply mea, To Oy Ty 


CAwv, Toy mayTEXogTIER Mee, OUYHEPaAAt 


da! vc, x! owe 9ai 70m eva yum — Next 


it is proper T ſhould ſpeak againſt thoſe, who 


divide and ſeparate, and take away the moſt 
venerable Doctrine of the Church of God, 
ſplitting the Monarchy into three: certain 
Powers, and divided Perſons, and three 
Godbeads: for it is neceſſary to unite and 
male One with the Father the Divine Son, 


and that the Holy Spirit ſhould remain in and 


dell in God; and it is every Way neceſs 
ſary, the Divine Trinity ſhould be ſummed 
up and drawn together, and united as to 
one Head, I mean the Almighty God of the 


Univerſe.” Afterwards, againſt thoſe who 
held the Son to be a Creature, he thus 
proceeds—** 8 ue & av 1972 meppuro xt 


TETES Tug Toy 1 oy Aral FvZ aorta, Xt e 


dH TY KUE, womrep & n Twy cx, Ye 


pee vIuCorTaAt, Twy Seh A0Nwy Yeurow Thy 
_ apuoriuony x Tremeoy DD £94 Many Tv 
xi ona ar ED MaprveuwToy.— Nor are they. 
leſs to blame, who think the Son a Creature 
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or made Thing, and determining the Lord 
to be as One of thoſe Things that were really 
made out of Nothing ; the Sacred Scrip- 


tures bearing Teſtimony of a Generation fit- 


ting and becoming his Dignity, and not 
making him a formed or created Being.“ 
-—— The. other Dionyſius was accuſed” of 


having entertained wrong Notions in this 
Matter: but he cleared himſelf in Letters 
to his Nameſake at Rome, and to all the 


World. He ſhews and declares, that what 
he ſaid of the human Nature of Chriſt, 
was no Way in the Senſe of thoſe who 


denied the Divinity and Conſubſtantiality 


of Chriſt—sx edel 8 Hive AD x - 


clas d Nazif Te mater —for he well re- 


membered, that he was the Word, and the 
Wiſdom inſeparable from the Father, And 
in his laſt: Writing before his Death to 


the Fathers met at Antioch, againſt Paul 


of Samoſata, he declares the Son «#5, 
Xt I pusppyr, uncreated and Creator; and 


calls him—rcy qvou avec x Avgov T5 


free, ON & T7 ,, bn 6 mathp, ui 
dj TW maTet fiphero d Two GD 
3 by Nature and Son of the 

Father, 


Oy one 3 
. 
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Father, by whom the Father made all 
Things, and ſtiled by the holy Fathers con- 
Subſtantial with the Father.” 18 


Cotemporary with the Dionyſius's was 
Gregory, Biſhop of Neocæſarea, ſtiled 
@auuartie)9s, from the many miraculous 
Things he performed. He was preſent 


in the Council of Antioch, and afterwards 


publiſhed this accurate account of the 
bleſſed Trinity, ſaid to be revealed to him 
from above, and which preſerved his 
Flock ſtedfaſt in the Catholic Faith ever 
— Ejc 0c TaTip ACys CavTul, o- 
ola Coed onc, x} Ms, X aA 
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To ings M %% x1 &EraNnulwre, h 
aury Tejas gii—There is one God, Father 


of the living Word, of the ſubfiting Wi 72 


dom and Power and eternal Character, the 
perfect Father of the perfe Son, Father 
of the only begotten Son. There is one Lord, 
the only from the only, God of God; the 


Character and Image of the Deity, 1 the effi- 
Cent Word, the Wiſdom containing in itſelf 
the Conſtitution of all Things, the Virtue 


and Power bringing into Being every Crea- 
ture.: the true Son of the true Father, in- 


 v1/able of him who 1s inviſible, incorrupti- 


ble Tiſſue of him who is incapable of Cor- 
ruption, immortal of him who cannot die, 
eternal of eternal. There is alſo one Holy 
Spirit, having his Subſtance from God, and 
who appeared through the Son, viz, to Men: 


the Image of te Son, perfect of perfett ; 


the 


A 


riably the ſame.” 
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the Life, Cauſe of Life, holy Fabeln, 


Holineſs, the Giver of Sanckifcation; in 
whom God is made fnown, God the Father, 


who is above all and in all; and God the 
Son, who ts through all Things, A Trinity 
perfect, which is not divided in Glory, E- 


ternity, Government and Empire, nor is 
there any Thing extraneous : Therefore there 

MM nothing created, or of an inferior Na- 

ture in the Trinity, nor any Thing ſuperin- 


duced and adventitious, as if not exiſting 


from Eternity, but coming to it afterwards : 
there fore the Father was never without the 


Son, nor the Son without the Spirit, but the 
| Trinity ever remains immutable and inva- 


Gregory Nyſſenus and 


Baffit confirm the above, and expreſs their 


own Faith N to it. 


Bat now we are arrived at a Heretic Bi- 
ſhop, a Monſter in thoſe Days; who about 
| fixty Years before tbe Council of Nice de- 
nied the Divinity of Chriſt, and betrayed 


that Palladium, that fundamental Article 
fo religiouſly maintained by all his Prede- 


ceflors : : This was Paul of Samoſata. But 
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let him have our Thanks for occafioning 
the ample Declaration of the fix primary 
Biſhops, who wrote upon the Subject, 
firſt convicted, and then depoſed the In- 
novator. After aſſerting, that they taught 
the Faith, which they had received from 
the Beginning, tranſmitted and preſerved 
in the Catholic Church to that Day, by 
Succeſſion from the Apoſtles, who ſaw 
with their own Eyes, and were made Aſ- 
ſiſtants to the Word; that Faith, which 
was preached in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and the New Teſtament ; they aſ- 
ſert this to be the true and Apoſtolical 
Doctrine concerning Chriſt—** gogiay, x! 
00, Xt SVR Wy Oer, re HGiwyey Ut 8 
wegyvnori, DIV Soig, xl VvTogaugr Oey, Os 
1 at be is the Wiſdem, and Word, and 
Power of God, exiſting before all Ages, not 
only in the Divine Preſcience, but in Sub- 
france, and by Sub ſiſlence God, Son of © 
God. — Theſe Fathers indeed did not ad- 
mit into their Confeſſion - the Term 69s- 
«GS. ; But why? did they not believe the 
Thing ? they tell us plainly they did: but 
the Word was not well underſtood, and 
was 


(99 1 
was rendered ſuſpicious, becauſe the He- 
retics of that Time had uſed it in a bad 
Senſe, making it to denote ſome foreign 


Pre-exiſting Subſtance, of which the Fa- 


ther and Son were Partakers. 


To theſe might be added cotemporary 
Authors, Pierius, Pamphilus, Lucianus, 


Methodius: But I forbear to load the : 


Page, after I have added Arnobius, who 


brings us to the Beginning of the fourth 


Century, and makes Chriſt perform his 


wonderful Works, Nominis ſui poſſibili- 
tate, by the Power of his-0wn Name, or 


his own inherent Power ; and he could 
Not have given a clearer Proof of his real 
Divinity; but till more, when he ſays, 
Deus ille ſublimis fuit, Deus radice ab in- 


tima; He is the High God, God produced 


from the inmoſt Root of the Deity ; ſuch as 
no Gods improperly ſtiled ſo, were, and ſuch 
as none of them could comprehend. 


But are there none among theſe primi- 


tive Writers, who profeſſedly favoured the 
Arian Cauſe? Our Adverſaries tell us there 


Weic, 
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were, and name Athenagoras, Tatian, 
Theophilus Antiochenus, Hippolytus Mar- 
tyr, and Novatian. But theſe Gentlemen 
mult excuſe us, if we do not take their 
Word on this Occaſion. Indeed if aſſert- 
Ing would do the Buſineſs, they have all 
the Learned of former and latter Times on 
their Side, But let us try the Witneſſes, 
who will, upon Examination, be found 
ſtronger againſt them, if poſſible, than 
thoſe before produced. . 


Athenagoras ſpeaks of a rest Aαννe, or 


coming forth of the Word about the Time 


of Creation; but at the ſame Time ac- 
knowledges his eternal Pre-exiſtence. Take 
his Words—* meg; aurs yup xi 31 ATE ry 

tem. Lr OT 18 ares x} T5 ts dyros M 


TS ys E T2TEK %1 TATESS iu ij A, wirun x Nays 


d MVEU MALTEC, VS, xl ACSC TH MATEYS, 5 
des TE Oe. For, from and by bim were 

all Things, the Father and the Son being 
one, the Son being i in the Father, and the 
Father in the Son, by the Unity and Power 
of the Spirit, the M ind and Reaſon of the 


Father, the Son of God. Again, if you 


j | CTY Want 
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want to know how he is the Son, I will 
tel you, in few Words—1 mean rpm 
di dle ewa T TATE, &Y ws Yeruerey, 87 
& PM va 0 Sede, 86 Gs wn, eie ies 
er ka mw Abym, ain; N00 be 
firſt generated of the Father, not made ; 3 for 
from the Beginning God, being eternal 
Mind, he had in Del this Logos, being 
: always intelligent.” The Logos there- 
* fore was from Eternity with the Fa- 
ther, and ſo could not then begin to be 
f the Son of God, when he roſe from him 
; into outward Action, the Creation of the 
World. ! 


In like Manner Tatian makes the Son 
reed ds ſpring forward into outward and 
viſible Action; but allows, as God was in 
the Beginning, ſo the A%s Suns was 
that, or in that Beginning. The Fathers 

often call Chriſt Th» #2310 or Beginning. 

The rem Inn; of Tatian is the ſame with 

the Texawn; of Athenagoras. 
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Theophilus ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe, 
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g ii omARyY yu, and afterwards, 27 
F129 roy £v Af Oe, God having the Son 
within his own Bowels, or Heart, &or dd 
0e nov 6 Selbe moATELE e, ic Nl, 18- 
roy ⁊cy N90 eln r Eo, op⁰α i οιν 


Tram x ri. But when God had a Mind 
to make whatever had been in his Counſels 
to make, in which, it is elſewhere ſaid he 


had the Son ovubsroy His Counſellor, he 
generated or brought forth to outward View 


* this Son, W120 Was bis Son, born before all 
| Creation. 


Hippolytus, rightly underſtood, ſays 


the ſame, though he makes nothing to be 
Deo coævum, coeval with God: but he ex- 
plains himſelf by ſaying, he does not ſpeak 
of the Son, as alius, another, and ſo make 
two Gods; but one from the other, tanquam 
lumen ex lumine, & aquam ex fonte, aut 
radium a Sole, as Light out of Light, 


Stream from Fountain, Ray from the Sun. 
When he ſays, Nihil erat præter ipſum 


Deum; ipſe ſolus multus erat; nec enim 


erat fine Ratione, Logo, in 'the original 
Greek, fine Sapientià, fine Confilio—There 
Was 


. 
was nothing beſide the very God, He alone 


was many or plural, for be never was with- 


out his Logos, his Wiſdom, his Counſel : but, 


temporibus apud ſe definitis oftendit— 
but at the Times of his own Appointmen the 
ſhewed outwardly this Logos, ipſum Cre- 
aturz, ut Dominum deprompſit, exhibited 


him to the Creatures as their Lord; ipſum 


denique fibimet foli prius notum, mundo 
viſibilem fecit—/a/tly, he made him viſible 
to the World, 1060 was before only known 


fo bimſe If. 


Novatian ſays of the Son—** Hic ergo, 


cum fit genitus a Patre, ſemper eſt in Pa- 


tre; ſemper autem fic dico, ut non inna- 


tum, ſed natum probem: Sed qui ante 


omne tempus eſt, ſemper in Patre fuiſſe 
dicendus eſt; nec enim tempus illi aſſig- 
nari poteſt, qui ante tempus eſt; ſemper 


enim in Patte, ne Pater non ſemper ſit 
Pater He therefore, fince he is generated 


of the Father, is always in the Father 
always I ſay, that I may prove him, not 
unoriginated, but born: But he, 5 DIP 


before all Time, muſt be ſaid to have been 


9 always 
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always in ; the Father ; for Time cannot be 


aſcgned to him, who is before Time; for be 


muſt be always in the Father, leſt the Ha- 


ther ſhould not always be a Father.” All 
then that can be made of the Teſtimonies 
of theſe Writers is, that they ſpeak of a 
temporary eO De og Or Aidan of the 


Son from the Father, with whom never- 
theleſs he always was and always is, in 
order to make and become viſible to the 


World, and be that vs, in outward 


Act, what he ever was dH, in Power 


and Nature. And J conclude, they agree 


entirely in Opinion with the Authorities 
before ſet down. 


Thus harmonious in believing, thus 


conſtant in profeſſing, were Chriſtians to 


this Time. But why do I name particular 
Perſons in ſupport of this, when I have 


the Conſent of the whole Chriſtian World, 
as far as it could be repreſented, in the 


moſt venerable Council collected from all 
the Parts of the Globe ? For now a peſti- 


lential Tempeſt diſturbed the Peace, raiſed 
** a Man, of whoſe Life and extraordi- 


nary 
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' nary Death! forbear to ſpeak, leſt I ſhould 
ſeem to make too free with the Judg- 
ments of Heaven : But the Behaviour of 


his Followers was certainly ſo furious and 
impetuous, as to make it doubted, whe- 
ther the real Name of their Maſter was 
Arius, or whether it was given him to 
mark his Temper and that of his Diſci- 
ples, who, when in Power, depoſed, plun- 
dered, tortured, killed, as if in Emula- 


tion of the worſt of the Heathen Perſecu- 


tions. Indeed I cannot free their Adver- 
faries intirely from this Blame: Iliacos in- 
tra muros peccatur, & extra. But at the 


bold Publication of this Blaſphemy againſt 
the Son of God, that he was made ZZ & 
drr, out of nothing, and that there was 


a Time, ere & fy, when he did not exiſt ; 
the whole Chriſtian World roſe up in 


Arms, the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Autho- 
rity formed a reſpectable Aſſembly of 
three hundred and eighteen Biſhops and 


others from all the different Quarters of 


the Earth, who, after the matureſt Deli- 


beration, as Euſebius affures us, gave an 


W Deſcription of the true Faith in 
" "WB _ Chriſt, 


1 
2 —— rn rd — — — —— — . 
N p—_—— —— — 


8 . 0 T 
bs Ws r —ͤ —— — — Ce —_— — _ — — — — _ = — - — — 
* — 1. 9 8 = _ x 3 — E EST REA '- a $6675 "I e 2 "x ties" 
: 5 - l 2 *4 " pl ef, 3 — . 4 * th 
d * 4 * 4 oh * o 6 1 . 5 — — —— — —— — — 
r n reer — — : — —— 2 


— — — — — : - 
— — 2 —— 252 — — — — - — — 
N 2 — —— — — = — — „ Co ge aw — — 2 — = — — —— — * * = — — 
Wa, «Aa 3 1 # / a” : > 3h. Ws ts 
& 8 Pe .. SE ADR ART. 2% 4 EEG. — — 
. = — — ai acl — 


— — -- 


— — 2 
— 8 


— ꝗn)ö . 7—§Ü—,rð,ð re eons 


—— — 


i 

w PR 2 p mu P 

x D PR bo — S uo - _ 

— — —— — tt SE — * - 4 — — — —— 
of - ou 4 — — P _ . 
. — — A 2 % 2 — — 
* 1 kw * — 1 * * — — 5 * N : 
* _ * 


- — — — 2 — 
* 


6 100 ) 
Chriſt, - the only-begotten Son of the Fa- 


ther, God of God, Light of Light, very 


God of very God, begotten, not made ; 


and then ſummed up all in 6yg&nac5 of one 


and the fame Subſtance with the Father, 
after having cleared the Word from all 
Ambiguity, and any wrong Senſe, which 
Heretics had put upon it: And ſo fixed 


the Chriſtian Faith in this fundamental 


Article for ever, and convicted and reject- 
ed all the impious Impugners of it; and 
this with almoſt univerſal Conſent, ſeven- 


teen only diſſenting, and ſome of them 
only demurring till farther Conſideration. 


But ſince Council and Fathers are found 
to be againſt our Adverſaries, who before 


claimed them for Friends, they will now 


treat them with Enmity and Contempt. 


No Perſons or Writings have been ſo ſa- 


cred, as to defend them from the Abuſe 
of intereſted, malicious, unbelieving, and 
ignorant Men. The great Author of our 


Religion and his Apoſtles have had their 


Writings diſputed and perverted by Pre- 
judice and Intereſt, and their Perſons and 
Cha- 
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Characters treatefl with the vileſt Abuſe ; 
and Servants muſt not expect better Uſage 
than their Maſter. | 


| To the Point then. It is notorious, that 
the Pretenſions to Infallibility in a certain 
Church were to be ſupported at any Ex- 
pence whatſoever, The Scriptures give 
no Countenance to this Arrogance ; they 
are therefore to be removed out of com- 
mon Sight; a faulty Latin Tranſlation is 
canoniſed; and in that no Meaning is to 
be allowed, but what the infallible Chair 
ſhall put upon it. The Fathers, who, in 
Oppoſition to this inſolent Claim, aſſert 
one Epiſcopate, of which every Biſhop 
has his Share in ſolidum, his own inde- 
pendant Property, are to be brought into 
Contempt by the Jeſuits, the Life-guard 
of the Popedom. Hence one of them 
cannot name a Character among them, 
without ſome Spot of Ignorance or Error. 
Another till more hardy, Father Har- 
'  douin, denies them the Credit of their own 
Works, and advances a Paradox in Proof 
| 175 of it, that, except four Authors, all the 
8 1 | | Claſſics 
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5 Claſſics and Eccleſiaſtieal Writings are 
N mere Forgeries. Thus all hiſtorical Evi- 
dleence is deſtroyed ; and then there is no 
ö Reliance upon written Tradition; then 
| there is no Information to be had, but 
| 


from oral Tales and Infallibility. 


* The Dailles and Blondels, learned Pro- 
teſtants, preſſed by the Authorities of the 
Fathers on the Head of Church Govern- 
Th mameent derived from the Apoſtles, which 
j they had departed from, bend all their 
Mp Nerves to abuſe the primitive Writers, 
and ſhew their Teſtimony is of no Weight 

in this an other Point. 


The Innovators of all Sorts in religious 
Doctrine or Diſcipline cannot bear the 
mention of them: They are—in ſhort, 
they are againſt them, and therefore they 
are good for nothing. 


5 The Middletons and profeſſed Infidels 
j make them their Scorn and Diverſion ; but 

l why ? They vouch for Miracles perform- 
ed * Chriſtians in their Sight; they muſt 
there- 
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therefore be ſtigmatized as ignorant and 
credulous Fools, and ſometimes as deſign- 


ing Knaves: For theſe Miracles admitted, 


would lead to the Belief of the Miracles 


done by Jeſus, which overthrow Infidelity. 


But what Proof, I pray, of their being 


ignorant and fooliſh ? Why one ſays, Chriſt 
was fifty Years old, becauſe the Jews told 


him he was not yet fifty Years old, when 


he pretended to have been bales. Abra- 


ham. He was not then a Critic in Chro- 
nology ; but might he not be a ſenſible 
and competent Witneſs in Matters of Fact: 
Theſe Men were not buſied about Nice- 


ties; they did not begin to uſe the Chtiſ- 


tian xa till the ſixth Century, and then 


ſet it three or four Vears too late. The 


Diſciples of Chriſt were found un- 
learned Men; yet their Maſter thought 
them proper Witneſſes of what they had 
ſeen with their Eyes, and their Hands 
had handled of the Word of Life. An- 
other perhaps believes the poetical Fable 
of the Phenix, or rather alluded to it in 


Proof of a Reſurrection; or ſpeaks per- 


haps 
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haps more favourably of the Sibylline 
Books, than he would have done, had he 


ſeen them, as they have come down in- 
terpolated to us. I am aſhamed to attempt 


an Anſwer, and therefore ſhall give none. 
Beſides its being all S, eg Aww, the 


Queſtion is. not about their critical Skill 
and Learning, though they might many 


of them be well vindicated in this Point, 


to the Shame of the Objectors; but about 
their Probity and Integrity, which they 
muſt entirely want, who dare to impeach. 


And farther, if they are not competent 


Witneſſes in Matter of Fact, we ſhall loſe, 


at leaſt, one great Support of the Scrip- 


tures themſelves, which have come to us 
through. their Hands, 


The Reſt, who talk the ſame Language, 
becauſe bold and out of the Way, chuſe 


rather to beſpatter theſe venerable Writers 


with all the Dirt of a filly Pamphlet, than 


be at the Trouble of reading them, if it 


is in their Power to do it. It is the Glory 


of the Fathers to have ſuch Enemies, who 


give 
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give them the Honour of a ſecond Mar- 
tyrdom after their Death, 


And here let me make a Stand, and re- 
* view the Ground I have trod. What a 
Series of Evidence prefents itſelf ! What 
a ſucceſſive written Tradition from the 
Apoſtles, and running through all the 
ſubſequent Ages! What a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes! Holy Men, the higheſt in Digni- 
ty, the molt learned of their Time, mighty 
in the Scriptures, which they had almoſt 
by Heart, whoſe Integrity Spleen could 
not blemiſh, whoſe Piety and Charity 
even Pagans admired, who were Con- 
feſſors for the Faith once delivered to the 
Saints, who were holy in their Lives and 
ennobled with the Blood of Martyrdom ! 
Witneſſes, conſiderable in their own Num- 
ber, as reſpectable in their Character: 
Witneſſes, not only for themſelves, but 
- alſo for great Numbers who had gone 
before them, but whoſe Works have pe- 
riſhed in the Tide of Time: Witneſſes, not 
only for theſe, but for all the Chriſtian So- 
cieties in which they preſided and dwelt, 
„% -. - man 
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- whoſe ſacred Archives they — and 
conſulted, and would not give up to 
eſcape the ſevereſt Torments ; who as Di- 
oceſans, or in Provincial or General Coun- 
cils, proſcribed Errors, as faſt as they aroſe, 
and formed for Remedy Articles of Faith, 
which was mixed and profeſſed in all their 


Prayers, Hymns, and public Services, as a 
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Light which ſhould no 12 which could not 


0 hid. 


Aa here (excuſe | my Raga) me- 
thinks I ſee Heaven open, and pour out 
its ſhining Inhabitants to join all the 
Churches on Earth, the Eaſtern, the Weſt- 
ern, Africa and Egypt, in the Adoration 
of the thrice Holy, the Almighty Father, 
and his only Son, and eternal Spirit, in 
the almoſt divine Words of the Hymn of 
St. Ambroſe—** We praiſe Thee, O God, 
we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord: 
All the Earth doth worſhip Thee, the Fa- 
ther everlaſting : To Thee all Angels cry 
aloud, the Heavens and all the Powers 
therein: To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim 
continually do cry, ohr, Holy, Holy, 

Re bord 


Lord God of Hoſts : Heaven and Earth 


are full of the Majeſty of thy Glory: The 


glorious Company of the Apoſtles praiſe 


Thee: The goodly Fellowſhip of the 


Prophets praiſe Thee : The noble Army 


of Martyrs praiſe Thee: The holy Church 


throughout all the World doth acknow- 


ledge Thee, the Father of an infinite 


Ss. 


Majeſty : Thine honourable, true and only 


Son : Alſo the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. 


Thou art the King of Glory, O Chriſt : 
Thou art the everlaſting Son of the 
Father.“ 
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